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(Note to the Reader

In 2004, the devastating Asian Tsunami hit Indonesia and the
surrounding regions. Non-existent and deficient warning systems
contributed to its widespread destruction, which was triggered by
a massive shift in the plates on the ocean floor.

Today, a tidal wave is sweeping through Christianity leaving
spiritual destruction in its wake as it overtakes sleeping churches
(not to mention seminaries, organizations, music and publishing
industries, etcetera). This tidal wave has been triggered by a massive
shift in the foundations of today’s Christianity. As was the case in
Asia, a deficient warning system is contributing to the destruction.

This “paradigm shift”—a new way of thinking about God and
the world—is a massive shift in thinking from God’s absolute truth
to man’s relativism. The destructive tidal wave that is following this
shift is sweeping people away from the faith and into the New
Spirituality that transcends religious barriers.

Yet in the midst of all this, only a relatively few number of peo-
ple in the Church have been diligently trying to warn the Body of
Christ, and local churches continue to transform into the image of
the world. Claiming that warnings and exhortations are too “nega-
tive” and “judgmental,” local churches often choose to malign and
marginalize those attempting to warn them, and the warnings go
unheeded.

A sign of the times, purpose-driven churches and pastors have
referred to believers trying to warn them in such terms as “malcon-
tents,” “heresy hunters,” “elitists,” “fruit inspectors,” “the vocal
minority,” “the opponents,” and “blessed subtractions.” The latter
term refers to those who bless these purpose-driven churches by
leaving them, so the churches can go with the flow without fear of
scriptural admonishments and warnings.

| had already begun to research the Purpose-Driven Paradigm
when my own church began the purpose-driven transformation.
Knowing what the transformation entailed, my family left the
church. | continued my research and wrote an introductory article
to try and warn people who didn’t see the deception. Later, | set out
to complete the article which | intended to be only about 25 pages
long. Yet as | collected information and addressed the deception in
my article, it gradually grew longer and longer. What | had expected
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“n the (Name of Purpose

to be a one-month project on an article has turned into a one-and-
a-half-year project on a book. This book is unconventional, but |
have done my best to present a great deal of information that
people in the deception appear to have missed. Still, this informa-
tion barely scratches the surface of the whole new way of thinking
pervading today’s Christianity.

The amount of Scripture has been included because what Scrip-
ture says is the point. God’s truth has been one of the casualties in
the new way of thinking, and many people are simply unaware or
don’t remember what God’s Word actually says. This lack of knowl-
edge facilitates the spread of deception. The Holy Scriptures were
written by God for all people, not just for theologians and pastors.

If you are among the readers who already know the Scriptures
which have been included, give thanks to God for your knowledge
of His Word. Instead of possibly feeling put off by my inclusion of
Scripture’s basics, keep in mind that these have been included for
any readers who might not know them and who commonly will not
take the time to look up all the provided references. | would much
rather ‘err’ in including too much than not enough.

Compelled by the Lord and by a grieving heart to do more than
merely watch as Christianity is increasingly overtaken by the flood
of relativism, this book is offered from my heart for you to consider
the larger picture and its danger.

The enemy has come in like a flood, and it is incumbent upon
all watchful believers to faithfully sound the alarm in the manner in
which God compels us. Warning the global Body of Christ is not a
private matter. The alarm must continue to be sounded publicly
regarding this very public and very real danger.

In addition, we are called to speak the truth in love, not to help
people feel good in their error or worry about what people will think
of us when we go against the tide. Warning people in the path of a
destructive tidal wave is done by urgently proclaiming the truth, not
by offering sugar-coated affirmations. Yet the pseudo-battle be-
tween “positive” and “negative” has people covering their ears to
warnings about the departure from the faith.

Our battle is not against flesh and blood. It is “agang prnci-
palties aguinstpowes, aguinsttherules of he @rknesof his
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(Note to the Reader

world, againstigpual wickedness ighpaces(Ephesians 6:12).
We need to fight the battle for souls, not the battles our Adversary
would have us fight to distract us.

The spiritual battle is intensifying as we near the end, and evil
spiritual powers are coming out of the woodwork seeking whom
they may devour. We do need to unite in the truth of the faith to
fight the true battle -- the spiritual battle for souls -- before it’s too
late.

Time is running out. The tidal wave is gaining further ground,
and there aren’t enough people of status to sufficiently sound the
alarm. It’s time for the ordinary believers, the “blessed subtrac-
tions,” to speak up. It doesn’t take credentials and status to discern
the times, to stand fast in the faith, and to help others do the same.

—Tamara Hartzell, April 2006

“But God hatclosa thefoolish thing d the worltb condund
thewisee;ard Ga hah cha@enthewed things ofthewald ©
canfound thethings whch are mighty, and base things o the
wortl, and thigs withare desgd, lath God choseeray ad
thingswhicharenot tobring b noght hingghat ae: Thata
flesh shadilgbryin his preege.” { Comthiansl:2729)

“For Gd,who onmanded tke ligh to shineut of dikness,
hath $inedin aur herts to gvethelight of theknowledge of the

gloryofGodn the face degs Cheat Butwehavehis teaare

in earhen vesls thatthe excellgnof thpowemaybeofGod,

and mtofus.”(2 Connthians4:6-7)
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CIntroduction

Neutralizing Christianity

or millennia, Satan’s Dream has been to be like God (see

Isaiah 14:12-14), and his Vision is that of a deceived world
following him in interfaith unity rather than following God in the
faith. Scripture prophesies that Satan’s Plan to turn his Dream and
Vision into reality will climax in his two global leaders, the Anti-
christ and the False Prophet, who will rule over the three segments
of society -- government, business, and religion. Their ability to
work signs and lying wonders will easily convince the world to fol-
low the Antichrist (e.g., see Revelation 13; 17; 19:20 and 2 Thessa-
lonians 2:8-9).

A multitude of details to complete his Plan are already in place,
and many more are coming together on a regular and frequent basis.
His Plan will be the greatest deception ever to befall mankind. The
Lord Jesus Christ Himself warned that this deception would be great
enough to deceive even His own people (see Matthew 24:24 and
Mark 13:22; also see 2 Thessalonians 2:3 and | Timothy 4:1). Obvi-
ously, in order for this to be the case, the deception would have to
appear “scriptural” and as a way of “light” rather than darkness.

This masquerade is no problem for Satan who can transform
himself into “an argel of lightind whose ministers can transform
themselves into “ministers forighteosness{see 2 Corinthians
[ 1:13-15).Satan is adept at misusing Scripture to make things seem
as if they are right. This Master Deceiver has had thousands of years
to perfect his deceptions and to practice craftily leading people into
questioning and rethinking what God has really said.

Christianity, a once vocal mouthpiece for God’s absolute truth
and obstacle to the completion of Satan’s Plan, needed to be neu-
tralized. Its warnings needed to be silenced. To do this, Satan need-
ed to lure it away from the truth and into a new way of thinking so
it would become deceived along with the world.

You may question, “How can the Master Deceiver accomplish
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such an ‘impossible’ task without Christians realizing what is going
on and fleeing the deception?” We are often reminded of the lesson
of how to boil a frog in a pot of water. The secret to keeping him
from jumping out of the pot to safety is to ever so gradually tran-
sition the water around him from cold to the boiling point. Only in
this way will he fail to notice the life-threatening situation.

Likewise, the purpose of the transition stage is to process man’s
thinking far enough so that he loses the ability to recognize that the
transformation is not what he wants. Barring getting pulled out of
the fire, he will be unwilling and then unable to flee or undo the
process. As aresult, the damage is done and the transformation be-
comes complete.

The Master Deceiver’s devices include surgically extracting the
truth out of today’s Christianity, ultimately replacing the truth with
error. The following transformations are included in this process:

g Gradually Transform God’s Absolute Truth into Relativism.
Entice Christians to question and rethink what God really said.
This is easily done by producing books and “Bible” versions that
incrementally change what God said. This way they won’t notice
they have been deceived into changing the message and following
lies rather than the truth.

g Gradually Transform Obedience to God’s Truth into Pragma-
tism. Entice Christians to believe that whatever “works” is ac-
ceptable to God. This way they won’t notice they have been
deceived into rethinking the world’s ways as obedience rather
than the disobedience God’s Word says they are.

g Gradually Transform the Gospel of Faith into a Gospel of Se-
vice. Entice Christians to believe that service is the most impor-
tant aspect of faith. This draws them into the zealousness of
serving the world’s temporal needs. This way they won’t notice
they have been deceived into devoting a dwindling amount of
time and resources toward preaching the Gospel of Christ and
bringing those in the world to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

g Gradually Transform the Fath of the Narrow Way into a Faith
on theBroad Way. Entice Christians to believe that judging truth
and error is unloving, divisive, and intolerant. This draws them
into silencing those exercising discernment rather than those
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spreading heresy. This way they won’t notice they have been
deceived into a pursuit of unity with the world that has truly
united them with the world.

Gradually Transform Man into “God.” Entice Christians to
rethink the nature and role of both God and man and blur the dis-
tinction between them. This way they won’t notice they have
been deceived into encroaching upon that which belongs to God
alone.

Top all this with presenting the broad way as the “Christian,”
“scriptural” way of living for God’s purposes and bringing global
transformation and peace to the world. The end result is the post-
truth “paradigm shift” metastasizing throughout today’s Christi-

anity.

“For the timeilwcone vhenthey wilnotendue sond docine;
bu after thie ownlusts shhthey kapto thensele tedters,
haing itching ears and they shdl turn awayther earsfrom the
truth, anl shdlbe urnel unb Bbls.” (2 Timohy 4:3-4

Itching ears have turned everything upside down:

g
9

Lies are called truth, and truth is called error.

Heresy is called faith, and uncompromising faith in the truth is
called heretical.

Claiming we can only know very little about God (a denial of the
abundant knowledge of God revealed in His Word) is called hum-
ble, and being faithful to the revealed knowledge of God is called
egocentric.

Learning “truths” of foolishness from the world is called wisdom
and staying relevant, and following wisdom from God’s Word of
truth is called quarrelsome and irrelevantly old-fashioned.

False prophets are called vision casters, and God’s watchmen (who
speak God’s Word rather than a vision of their own heart and
who warn of sin and judgment) are called false prophets, doomsday
prophets, and neo-Pharisees.

Heretics are called recovering fundamentalists, and fundamentalists

15
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(those who believe in the fundamentals of the faith, i.e., that God
said what He meant and meant what He said in His Holy Scrip-
tures) are called false teachers.

Disobedience is called serving God, and obedience is called sin and
elicits public rebuke from compromised pulpits.

Affirming the Body in its worldly disobedience is called building
up, and admonishing the Body to live in holy obedience is called
tearing down.

A gospel of works is called a gospel of faith, and living the true
Christian faith is called elitism.

Ungodliness is called righteousness, and godliness is called legal-
ism.

Living for self is called living for God, and living for God is called
self-centered.

Worshipping God in relativism and the unholiness of the flesh is
called faithfulness to Christ and becoming all things to all people,
and worshipping God in truth and the beauty of holiness is called
the last gasp of Christendom and aesthetic snobbery.

Unifying with the world is called fulfilling God’s Great Com-
mandment of love, and faithfulness to God and His Word is called
unloving divisiveness.

Quoting the world is called teaching, and quoting the Holy Scrip-
tures is called your opinion.

Unbelievers are called Christians, and true Christians are called
unchristian intolerants.

Putting community above Christ is called Christianity, and putting
obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ above the local church is called
Churchianity.

Humanistic teachings are called God-centered and not about you,
and true theology of God is called self-centered dogmatism.

The word of man is called truth, and the Word of God is called
metaphor and stories.

Learning “truth” from other faiths who follow false gods is called
humility, and preferring to learn spiritual truth only from the faith
given in the true God’s Holy Scriptures is called pride.

16
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g Believing that every different perspective of Jesus is right is called
a celebration of Jesus and a celebration of mystery, and believing
only in the Lord Jesus Christ as set forth in the Holy Scriptures is
called mediocrity and narrow-mindedness (although meant as crit-
icism, it is accurate -- the Lord Jesus Christ’s way of truth is
called the narrow way for a reason).

g Believing that everyone has the right to interpret Scripture, doc-
trine, and faith in their own way (which is relativism and places
Scripture under the ‘authority’ of man) is called a celebration of
diversity and humility, and believing that these things are not of
private interpretation but set forth by God through His Holy Spirit
as absolute truth is called intolerance and self-righteousness.

g Denying the faith in favor of interfaith conversation and experi-
ence is called love and grace, and standing on the understandable
certainty of the Lord Jesus Christ (i.e., believing the Word of God
is true and contending for its truth) is called hatred and religious
bigotry.

g Interfaith unity is called a spiritual awakening, and faithfulness to
the faith is called spiritual blindness.

g The broad way is called a way of light and world service, and the
narrow way is called a way of darkness and selfish individualism.

g Unity with the broad way is called passion and holiness, and sep-
arating from the broad way is called fanaticism and cultism.

g Uniting light and darkness is called the way of love and service and
truth, and discerning the difference between light and darkness,
truth and error, and right and wrong is called negative judgmental-
ism, heresy hunting, and a critical spirit.

“Woe urd hemthat cdlevi goodand god ek that put drk
nes br ight, andight foidarkes; thaput biter br sveetand
swet for bitter! \be mto tlemthat are wisen thér owneyes,
and pruderin their avn gjht!... Whichjustfy the wickef
rewad, and dke aay he righteousesofthe riditeousrom
him!” (Isdah 5:20-21 23)

This upside-down deception is devouring today’s Christianity,
through big churches and little churches, best-sellers and not so

best-sellers, big movements and little movements, national con-
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ferences and local seminars, popular theologians and pastors and
students, and so on and so forth. This deception is no respecter of
status, size, or popularity. Rick Warren, who like everyone else is
not immune to deception, just happens to be the founder and
perpetuator of the largest and most popular and influential of the
group. His Purpose-Driven Paradigm is even assimilating many of
the other movements into its own.

In addition, his global Paradigm is even seeking purpose-driven
“men of peace” from any religion and no religion to participate in
the purpose-driven works of his P.E.A.C.E. Plan. His goal is to fight
five global giants (which include “spiritual lostness”) through inter-
faith unity. This upside-down deception is the result of falling for
the broad way’s method of synthesizing light and darkness into a
new reality -- a “paradigm shift.”

This new way of thinking about God and the world resembles
the Angel of light’s interfaith (New Age) New Spirituality. It at-
tempts to unite the broad way with the narrow way but at the dire
cost of increasingly disobeying and departing from the faith of the
narrow way.

The narrow way of light that leads to life and the broad way of
darkness that leads to destruction are the only two ways in life.
These two ways are eternally separate and can only be synthesized
into a counterfeit way of “light” and “life” that profanes God.

The Paradigm’s purpose-driven interfaith unity cannot be sepa-
rated from its “blueprint,” The Purpose Driven Life. Definitions of
basic purposes have been enlarged to facilitate a more inclusive and
less offensive world view. Inevitably, this has laid the foundation for
interfaith unity in the P.E.A.C.E. Plan.

Rick Warren may be highly regarded as “America’s Pastor,”' but
he is still a pastor in need of earnest prayer and true scriptural
counsel from men of God. He has fallen for the enticing, deceptive
“light” of the world’s teachings and ways. Yet instead of trying to
show him the error of his ways, today’s Christianity has put him on
a pedestal, made him out to be an untouchable, and followed him
into his deception hook, line, and sinker.

In the name of purpose, truth is being sacrificed on the altar of
unity.
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“There is avay tha ssameh right unto a man, but theend
theeofarethe waysfdeat.” (Provédrs 1625 & 14:12)

“Let no nan ceeiveyouwith vain wrds:for beaise bthese
thingscometh the whaif God upolme chdrenofdisobedrce.
Be noye heradreparbkes wih them For @ were s@imes
darkes, but now ae yeight in the Lord: wialaschilden of
light: (Fo thefruit oftheSprit is in all gootess ahrigthteos-
nes and truth;) proving wtet is aceptable unto theLord. And
have noefowship wh the unfiitful woks of darkes, but
rather reprevhem” (Eplesansb:6-11)

“Bu ye bdoved, building up yoursdves on your matt hdy faith,
prayng n the Hbly Ghostkeep/ouselesn the lovef God,
looking br he narcy of or Lod Jass Chetunb e¢rral life.
And ofsone lave copasin, makig adiffeence: anahers
sae wih fear puling themoutofthe fie; haihg evethe gar-
ment goted byhe fésh.” Jude 112-23)
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g Chapter One g

Which ight Are We Following?

Who Is Worthy of Praise and Glory?

“l am the IORD that is myhane: and ny glory il | notgive to
anoher, néhermy prais b gavenmages.{Isaiah 42:8)

ick Warren’s The Purpose Driven Life has swept Christianity

in global proportions. It is highly acclaimed with such lofty
words ®fpraise that used to be reserved for the Lord God and His
Holy Scriptures. Only the Lord God and His Word have the power
to set us free, to enable us to live godly lives that He intended, and
to place our feet firmly on the right path. Nevertheless, these things
have been now widely ascribed to Rick Warren, his book, and vari-
ous aspects of his Purpose-Driven Paradigm.

Remember when the Lord Jesus Christ didn’t have to share His
glory for changing lives and setting people free? How times have
changed in the humanistic new Paradigm. The Purpose Driven Life
has had the following on its back cover':

“Make sure you’re not missing the point of your life—read
this book! The Purpose-Driven Life will guide you to greatness—
through living the Great Commandment and the Great Commis-
sion.” —Billy Graham and Franklin Graham

“Timeless, profound, compelling, and transforming ... Rick War-
ren’s new, groundbreaking manifesto will set millions of people
free to live the lives God intended. This is the book we’ve all been
waiting for!” —Bruce Wilkinson

“If you only read one book on what life is all about—make
it this one! This book is life-changing. Rick Warren is abso-
lutely brilliant at explaining our real purpose on earth and stating
profound truths in simple ways.... Believe me, you’ll never be the
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same after reading this! What a gift!” —Lee Strobel

“Rick Warren has written a masterpiece of wise counsel for
you. Whether you are a seeker, a new believer, or a seasoned
saint, let God use these pages to place your feet firmly on the
right path!” —Max Lucado

In addition, above the previous quotes and across the top of the
back cover in large capital letters, “A GROUNDBREAKING MANI-
FESTO ON THE MEANING OF LIFE” introduced the world to The
Purpose Driven Life. According to these very words, Rick Warren’s
book must differ from God’s Holy Scriptures because this claim itself
is saying that this book is an original public declaration on the sub-
ject of the meaning of life.

Yetin the dedication, Rick Warren presumptuously asserts, “Be-
fore you were born, God planned this moment in your life. It is no
accident that you are holding this book. God longs for you to dis-
cover the life he created you to live—here on earth, and forever in
eternity.”

First, God does not plan for anyone to hold this book or any
book that will lead them astray from His truth. Second, Rick Warren
is usurping the position that belongs to God’s Word. God, in His
great love, plans how to get His Word to everyone because it is
God’s Word that is the source of faith and salvation (see Romans
1:16, 10:17; and 2 Timothy 3:15-17). It is also God’s Word that
already very clearly sets forth the meaning of life—according to
God’s error-free and unchanging truth—to those who have ears to
hear.

The Holy Scriptures:
God’s All-Sufficient Light unto Our Path

“Thy words a lamp untomy fete and alight uto my path.”
(Psain 119:105)

“The emarce othy wordgivethlight; it givelh undetanding
uno he shgde’” (Psalm 11930)

24



Chapter One

QO

roughout His Word, God reiterates the absolute indispensa-
ility of being solidly and firmly grounded in our knowledge of

God and His Holy Scriptures:

9

God’s Word is the source of the words of the Lord Jesus Christ
which are spirit and life (e.g., see John 6:63).

God’s Word is the source of true knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ
(e.g., see Luke 24:27; John 5:39; Acts 18:28).

God’s Word gives us faith (e.g., see Romans 10:17).

God’s Word makes us wise unto salvation (e.g., see 2 Timothy
3:15; Romans 1:16; | Peter 1:25).

God’s Word gives us understanding (e.g., see Psalm 119:104,
130).

God’s Word shows us how to live by being a lamp unto our feet
and a light unto our path (e.g., see Psalm 119:105).

God’s Word gives us the knowledge of God by which He has
granted to us all things pertaining to life and godliness through the
knowledge of Him (e.g., see 2 Peter 1:2-4; Colossians 1:9-10;
Ephesians 1:17-19; | Corinthians 15:34).

God’s Word is the foundation of true worship because we must
worship in spirit and in truth (e.g., see John 4:24, 6:63, 17:17).

God’s Word is given to us by God for doctrine, reproof, correction,
and instruction in righteousness that we may be thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good works (e.g., see 2 Timothy 3:16-17).

God’s Word is the foundation of true scriptural discipleship, which
is following the Lord Jesus Christ in the faith by knowing, believ-
ing, and obeying the true doctrine of Christ (e.g., see Matthew
28:19-20; 2 John 1:9; | Timothy 2:4, 4:16; 2 Timothy 3:15-17;
Ephesians 4:11-16; 2 Peter 1:2-8; and the rest of the New Tes-
tament).

God’s Word is the foundation and definition of true service and
ministry which can only begin with following the Lord Jesus Christ
(e.g., see John 12:26; 2 Timothy 3:16-17).

God’s Word is the standard of true love because we are to love in
deed and in truth (e.g., see | John 3:18; John 17:17).

God’s Word is the power of God unto salvation and thus to be
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taken to the whole world as the basis of all missions (e.g., see
Romans 1:16; Romans 10:17-18; | Corinthians 1:18-24; Ephe-
sians 1:13; 2 Timothy 3:15; | Peter 1:23-25).

g God’s Word reveals true knowledge of self (e.g., see Romans 3:10-
23 and the rest of Romans; Hebrews 4:12).

g God’s Word is the source of the meaning of life (e.g., see 2 Corin-
thians 5:15; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 2:10, 4:13, 22-24; Philip-
pians 1:21; Colossians 3; Revelation 4:11; and the rest of the Holy
Scriptures).

The Word of God is so essential to every part of our lives that
the Lord Jesus Christ equated it to the importance of food to our
body and declared that we need to live “by eely wod ofGod"(see
Luke 4:4 and Matthew 4:4). Yet people are filling up so much on
man’s word that they don’t leave room to feast on God’s, and scrip-
tural illiteracy continues to mushroom.

No one knows better than God Himself how we are to prepare
for eternity, what the meaning and purpose of life are, and how we
can live an obedient and godly life of faith and holiness that pleases
and glorifies Him. To truly please God in all of the purposes He has
for us, we need to study and rightly divide God’s Word of truth.

“Studyto shevthyelfappovd unto Godaworkmanhiat ned-
ethnot to beashamed, rightly dividing t vord & truth? (2
Timohy 2:15)

In the following quote, Rick Warren gives sound advice that
should definitely be followed, but, sadly, he does not heed his own
advice:

“To discover your purpose in life you must turn to God’s Word,
not the world’s wisdom. You must build your life on eternal
truths, not pop psychology, success-motivation, or inspirational
stories.” (The Purpose Driven Life — PDL; p. 20)

Yet Rick Warren does indeed synthesize the world’s “wisdom” into
much of his Paradigm. A self-professing avid reader, he has admit-

ted:
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e

I am a product of every book I've ever read ...”"?

“IW]e’re trying to learn from anybody. What | am is a translator.
| have an ability to simplify and synthesize. And so | learn from
everybody.” —Rick Warren®

“We believe we can learn truth -- I've learned a lot of truth from
different religions. Because they all have a portion of the truth.”*

“‘I was just wired by God to see how things relate to each other.
I’'m a synthesizer and systematizer,” says Warren.” -USA TODAY,
7/21/03°

““What I’'m saying isn’t new,” he [Rick Warren] says. ‘| just syn-
thesize ideas and translate them into simple language.”” —TIME
Magazine, 4/18/05°

“l am grateful to the hundreds of writers and teachers, both
classical and contemporary, who have shaped my life and helped
me learn these truths.” (PDL; p. 5)

Would this latter quote from the dedication to The Purpose
Driven Life include the “truth” he said he’s learned from different
religions? Near the end of his book after he has clarified his meaning
and purpose of life as taught by these hundreds of people, Rick
Warren further declared:

“In this book I have passed on to you what others taught me
about the purpose of life; now it’s your duty to pass that on to
others.” (PDL; p. 309)

He has even said:

“I believe | have the key to meaning and purpose in life with God,
and I’'m trying to share it with as many people as possible.”
—Rick Warren”

There is much that can be said about this quote, but suffice it to say
that if Rick Warren himself has “the key” then we must go to him
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to get it, rather than to God and His Word.

As revealed in his material in The Purpose Driven Life as well as
with the people and books he quotes and endorses, Rick Warren
has indeed turned to the very things he says we should not. The
door opened by Rick Warren’s “key” is an entryway to the broad
way of the world.

[t is not possible to learn God’s holy truth from ungodly and
worldly sources because what these sources say about God must,
by their very nature, be rooted in darkness. The Word of God makes
it clear that the world and unbelievers cannot know the things of
God. No man knows the things of God because they are spiritually
discerned through the Holy Spirit (see | Corinthians 2:11-12, 14),
and the unbelieving world cannot see, know, or receive the Holy
Spirit (see John 14:17). Thus the wisdom of the world is foolishness
(see | Corinthians 3:19).

No word of man, Christian or otherwise, should automatically
be trusted as scriptural, especially since the Word of God makes it
clear that false teachers will arise among us (e.g., see 2 Peter 2:1-3
and Acts 20:29-31). We need to make sure that every source of
teaching we choose to listen to, whether verbal or written or other-
wise, is in complete agreement with Scripture so that we are not
drawn away from the truth.

God tells us in His Word that “a littleleaven levenéh the wole
lump” (I Corinthians 5:6 and Galatians 5:9). In addition, synthesiz-
ing pure light with the impurities of the world’s darkness results in
an impure shadowy light, which changes the message. Nevertheless,
and again usurping what belongs to God and His Word of truth,
Rick Warren makes a bold declaration about what hundreds of peo-
ple have taught him, which he is passing on in his book:

“You may have felt in the dark about your purpose in life. Con-
gratulations, you’re about to walk into the light.” (PDL; p. 21)

Included in “the light” of Rick Warren’s book is the following

declaration, which further contradicts and negates his positive
quotes regarding studying the Bible:
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“The last thing many believers need today is to go to
another Bible study. They already know far more than they are
putting into practice. What they need are serving experiences in
which they can exercise their spiritual muscles.” (PDL; p. 231;
bold added)

This deceptive declaration provides insight into Rick Warren’s
“light,” not to mention a lack of discernment. A lack of the true
knowledge of God and His Holy Scriptures has become a full-force
pandemic which is growing by leaps and bounds, and which pre-
cludes having “spiritual muscles.” The growing Purpose-Driven Par-
adigm is itself evidence of this tragic pandemic. Yes, we do need to
also be doers of the Word, but scriptural illiteracy has led to the
opposite end of the spectrum:

“... they have a ze&lzod, buhotaccordig b krowlede.”
(Ranans 1)

True and accurate Bible study that rightly divides God’s Word is
exactly the single most important thing critically needed today.

“My peofe arelestrogdor lak ofknovied@: beausehai hast
repctedknavledg, | wil also rgectthee, thathou shalbe no
priest tane: seing tlu fast forgottenghawof thy @d,| will
alsofargd thy chidren” (Hosa 4:6)

Many aspects that belong to God’s Word continue to be at-
tributed to Rick Warren and The Purpose Driven Life, both in the
claims surrounding them as well as in the book’s content itself.
Studying a book written by a man is neither the equivalent to nor
a replacement for studying God’s Word, regardless of how many
Scriptures it quotes. Yet, at the request of its writer, people and
small groups are going through The Purpose Driven Life and other
purpose-driven curricula over and over and over . . .

Rather than heedlessly rushing headlong (like lemmings to their
destruction as the story goes) into “the light” of Rick Warren’s
Paradigm, we need to seriously heed the warnings of the Lord Jesus
Christ Who said:
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“The lght ofthe bodysite eyef iherafrethine ey be sgk,

thywide body shalbefull o light Bu if thine eebeail, thy

wlole lody sall befull of darkess.fltheeforghelight that is

in thee beadknes, how gatisthat daknes!” (Mathew 6:22-
23)

“... Can theblind lead theblind? $1dl theynat bath fall intothe
ditch? (Luke 6:9)

We need to conscientiously and warily make sure that the only
light we are heeding is the true light of the Lord Jesus Christ and His
uncorrupted, unchanging, absolute Word of truth. This is the only
true and pure light unto our path.

“For with thee ithe foutain of life: n thy Ight &all we see
light.” (Psah 36:9)

God’s counsel includes the wisdom He gave King Solomon; wis-
dom which abounds in this proverb that needs to be heeded today:

“Ceasany sonto hear the insuctbn hat cau=h to erfrom
the wats 6 knowedge.(Prowds19:27

Man’s “Light” Says Doctrinal Views Aren’t an Issue
in God’s “Final Exam”

“The Purpose-Driven® Life is a blueprint for Christian living in the
21* century—a lifestyle based on God’s eternal purposes, not
cultural values. Using over 1,200 scriptural quotes and references,
it challenges the conventional definitions of worship, fellowship,
discipleship, ministry, and evangelism. In the tradition of Oswald
Chambers, Rick Warren offers distilled wisdom on the essence of
what life is all about.” (PDL; back flap)

6Te Word of God is our blueprint for godly living in any century,
including the 21° century. The Word of God is also where we
find the true definitions of worship, fellowship, and so forth. Yet
Rick Warren’s book has challenged and usurped the position and
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purpose of God’s Word, clearly in favor of cultural values. His use
of “over 1,200 scriptural quotes and references” does not refute this
because his repeated twisting of scriptural quotes actually assists
him in his challenge of the definitions of the rightly divided Word of
God (examples will be addressed later).

Rick Warren’s “blueprint for Christian living” claims to be
“based on God’s eternal purposes.” Yet it challenges the Word of
God in regards to doctrinal beliefs determining where a person will
spend eternity:

“One day you will stand before God, and he will do an audit of
your life, a final exam, before you enter eternity.... Fortunately,
God wants us to pass this test, so he has given us the questions
in advance. From the Bible we can surmise that God will ask us
two crucial questions:

“First, ‘What did you do with my Son, Jesus Christ?” God won’t ask
about your religious background or doctrinal views. The only
thing that will matter is, did you accept what Jesus did for you
and did you learn to love and trust him? Jesus said, ‘I am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.’ [endnote: John 14:6 (NIV)]

“Second, ‘What did you do with what I gave you?” What did you do
with your life—all the gifts, talents, opportunities, energy, rela-
tionships, and resources God gave you? Did you spend them on
yourself, or did you use them for the purposes God made you for?

“Preparing you for these two questions is the goal of this book.
The first question will determine where you spend eternity.
The second question will determine what you do in eternity. By
the end of this book you will be ready to answer both questions.”
(PDL; p. 34; bold added)

There are other problems with these claims but, most impor-
tantly, please notice that in complete contradiction to God’s Holy
Scriptures, Rick Warren writes here that doctrine does not have a
role in determining where a person spends eternity!

People tend to think that as long as someone quotes John 14:6
then that makes everything else okay. But the Lord Jesus Christ is
ours as the way and the truth and the life through faith, and it is the
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doctrine of Christ that tells us what we are to believe about Who He
is and what He has done for us. Without the doctrine of Christ none
of the following can take place: We cannot believe in Christ, we
cannot have faith in Christ, we cannot accept Christ or what He did
for us, we cannot love and trust Christ, we cannot serve Christ, and
we cannot spend eternity with Christ.

The doctrine of Christ is the doctrine of the Father (see John
7:16), and He knows His own plan of salvation. According to His
Word, the doctrine of Christ is absolutely indispensable to having
both the Father and the Son, and having the Son is absolutely in-
dispensable to having eternal life:

“Whosoeveararsgeseh, and aldethna in the docime of
Chig, hah not Gal. Hethat abideth in thedoctrined Chrig, he
hath bdt the Fathemd he Son.” (dohn 1:9)

“He that hdt the Son hatlidjand hehat tath notthe 8n of
God hath ndife’ (1 John 5:2)

“He that béievetton im is rotcandenned but ke trat béieveth
nat is coxdemned aready, because hehah mot bdiesd in the
name othe ont begiten Sonfdsod. (John 3:18

“Takehed untothyadf, and untothedoctine cantinuein them:
far in doinghis thou shalttoh sae thysgland therthathear
thee.(1 Timohy 4:16)

It simply cannot be overemphasized that without the doctrine
of Christ we do not have the Person of Christ, which means that we
do not have either God or eternal life. Thus Jesus Christ Himself
warned that a person can call Him Lord and even do many wonder-
ful works in His name but still not be saved (see Matthew 7:21-23).
Lip service and works—“What did you do with my Son, Jesus
Christ?” and, “Now what you do with your life on earth will deter-
mine where you spend eternity” (Rick Warren®)—will never save
anyone.

Apart from the right beliefs, all “good works” are in vain. This
is why it is so crucially important to first examine our beliefs in the
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light of Scripture to make sure that what we believe is the true
doctrine of Christ.

“I marvelthat ¥ ae so@n emoveddm him thataled yo
intothe grace Ghrisunb anothegopel: which isobanoher;

but tere be s thatroubé youand woual pervethe gspel

of Chris. But hough we, or manglfrom heaven, preach any
other ggzel und yo thanthatwhichwehave preached wmo,
lethim be accursédwesad befoe,sosayl now agin, If any
man preach anyeit gqeel undyouthanthatyehave reeeid,
lethim be accursedr @@ nowpersuagimenporGod?odo |
sk to pleae man? fr if | v pleased men | shaild nat bethe
sevantof Chrit” (Galaians1:6-10)

Preparing people for eternity is an act of love. But it is not
loving to lead people to believe they will be prepared for eternity by
reading a book that, among other things, does the following:

g It skirts the true and full Gospel of Christ, which is the power of
God unto salvation (see Romans 1:16).

g It tends to delete key phrases of essential truth from the verses
that are quoted.

g It goes against 2 John [:9 and leads its readers toward a false
gospel of works—what we “do,” not our doctrinal beliefs
(“views”), determines our eternal destination.

Who you are and what you do is more important in the
Purpose-Driven Paradigm than the doctrine of Christ that tells us
Who He is and what He did and does. This is not about either
preparing for eternity or serving God’s purpose in this generation,
which is another goal for his book. God has been reduced to merely
the means to a self-centered end, which is self-significance.

“There is no greater epitaph than that statement! Imagine it
chiseled on your tombstone: That you served God’s purpose in
your generation. My prayer is that people will be able to say that
about me when | die. It is also my prayer that people will say it
about you, too. That is why | wrote this book for you. This phrase
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is the ultimate definition of a life well lived. You do the eternal
and timeless (God’s purpose) in a contemporary and timely way
(in your generation). That is what the purpose-driven life is all
about.” (PDL; p. 318)

“That’s why spreading the Good News is so important; you only
have a short time to share your life message and fulfill your mis-
sion.” (PDL; p. 295; emphasis added)

It’s not about the Lord Jesus Christ. It’s about you. Thus what
you do is more important than what you believe in the purpose-
driven journey.

Choosing to go on this “spiritual journey” with Rick Warren
who would prepare his followers for eternity apart from doctrine is
unwise, to say the least! Yet right on the front flap of The Purpose
Driven Life its readers are warned that this journey will transform
their answer on life:

“Rick Warren will guide you through a personal 40-day spiritual
journey that will transform your answer to life’s most important
question: What on earth am | here for?”

Which light are we following?
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Humanism Achieves Immense

@opu[arit«z

Many Driven into the Alluring “Light” of the Broad Way

CIn spite of the book’s reported use of “over 1,200 scriptural
quotes and references,” The Purpose Driven Life has been foun-
ded very firmly on unscriptural man-centered theology, philoso-
phies, and traditions. Yet Rick Warren’s Purpose-Driven Paradigm
and its “manifesto” are sweeping hundreds of thousands of church-
es around the world. A favored argument in support of this ex-
tremely popular Paradigm is: How can millions of people and church
leaders and churches all over the world be wrong?

The subjectivity of man, rather than the absolute objectivity of
God, is the basis of this man-centered argument. We are to prove
all things according to the light of God’s Holy Scriptures, not ac-
cording to whether or not something is popular. The fact that
hundreds of thousands of churches, tens of millions of people, and
hundreds of millions of dollars are part of this movement says
absolutely nothing about it being of God.

That a humanistic movement which twists Scripture in order to
align with worldly “wisdom” is enjoying global popularity in church-
es is merely a sign of our times regarding the tremendous lack of
knowledge in today’s Christianity. Humanism has become so com-
monplace and accepted that not only are its teachings not even
recognized as such any more, but they are actually believed to be
centered around God instead of man!

To follow the majority simply because it is the majority leads to
destruction.

g The majority -- every single person on Earth, excluding a mere
eight people -- died in the global flood of God’s wrath.
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g The majority -- every Israelite over the age of 19, including the
religious leaders and excluding a mere two people (the two faithful
spies) -- died in the wilderness and were forbidden to enter the
promised land. (This was the consequence of choosing to re-
belliously listen to the word of the majority of the spies instead
of to the two faithful spies telling them to trust and obey the
word of God.)

g The majority of religious leaders -- “all the chigfriessand elers
ofthe pople®- “took cansd againg Jesusto put him to death”
(Matthew 27:1).

g The majority of the multitude followed the persuading of their
religious leaders to ask Pilate to “destroyess!’ -- “They dlsay
un him, Lehim be crucéfd (Matthew 27:20, 22).

Ultimately, to follow the majority is to follow the broad way
that leads to destruction -- many are on this road, and only a few
are on the narrow road that leads to life (see Matthew 7:13-14).
Tragically, the broad way of destruction also includes many who call
Jesus “Lord” and obviously believe they are Christians and that they
are serving Jesus with their lives (see Matthew 7:21-23). This would
clearly include church-goers of local churches.

“Nd ey onetha saith intome Lord, Lord, shdl enter intothe
kingdan ofhea®; bu he hatdaeh the Wl ofmyFaherwhth
isinheae. Marywil sayto menthatday, Lod,Lad, hae ve
not pophesiedh thy nam?andin thynare favecast out dés?
and in thy namedamemary wandefful waks? Ard thenwill |

proéssinb hem | neveknewou: depaifomme ye hat wak
iniquity.” (Matthew 7:2123)

These many “Christians” (in name only) were wrong about the
single most important thing in life. They believed they were follow-
ing and serving the Lord Jesus Christ. But they were condemned by
Him for all eternity because they were wrong about how the Lord
Jesus Christ wants to be followed and served.

The many in this condemned group no doubt believed doctrine
didn’t matter. They no doubt believed they could pragmatically use
any means that worked which were right in their own eyes to ac-
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complish what they thought the Lord Jesus Christ wanted them to
do. On the contrary, the Word of God is clear that we can only
follow and serve the Lord Jesus Christ by believing the right things
and by doing things His way (obedience). Matthew 7:21-23 clearly
proves beyond all shadow of doubt that the end does not justify the
means.

How can millions of people and church/religious leaders and
churches all over the world be wrong? Very easily, as seen through-
out Scripture. Along with the frog, they are boiling in the pot of
transformation.

Not every transformation that occurs in life is a good thing.'
Following the Purpose-Driven Paradigm, churches are pragmatically
implementing change away from behaviors and teachings that are
deemed exclusive, intolerant, divisive, and restrictive, in order to be
attractive to the world. Rick Warren and his purpose-driven follow-
ers appear to be totally oblivious to the fact that their changes are
increasingly uniting them with the broad way’s another gospel and
another Jesus and another spirit, and leading them away from the
true Gospel of the true Jesus Christ.

The true Jesus Christ is the exclusive and divisive Rock of
Offence and Stumblingstone that the world will never unite over
but, rather, hates and stumbles over (e.g., see John 7:7; John 3:19-
20; and | Peter 2:6-8). He is inclusive in the sense that all are wel-
come to come to Him, but they must come to Him in faith via His
narrow way, and only a few are willing to do so. Many are they who
hate Him and His narrow way which excludes all who refuse to be-
lieve and obey.

Contrary to what is being taught in the Purpose-Driven Para-
digm, the world does not reject Christianity because the churches
are doing a poor job of presenting Christ. The world rejects true
Christianity because it is founded on Christ. Change Christianity to
center it around the world, and the world will jump right in. But
then what you are left with is no longer Christianity but merely an
extension of the world into the churches.

Because the Rock of Offence is offensive to the world, neither He
nor His Gospel will ever be popular. To take away what offends in
order to preach an all-inclusive, tolerant, nonjudgmental Jesus is to
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preach another Jesus. We don’t have the right to positively recreate
the Rock of Offence into someone that pleases the world. Truth is
positive and negative. To take away the “negative” is to take away
truth. He tells us Who He is, and we either believe or we don’t.

The Rock of Offence Himself said that He came to bring division.
God’s Word is a sword of absolute truth that divides those who are
for it from those who are against it -- those who believe and obey
it from those who do not. It divides the few who are on the narrow
way from the many who are on the broad way.

“Supmseye hat | an core b give peace ontkat tdl yau,
Nay; butater diison.” (Luke 151)

“Wherefee also it is c@nedn thescrpture,Betold, | lay in

Zionachietornesbneglet, preousand hehiat beeweh on

him $dl nat becafoundad. Unto you thedarewrichbdieehe

ispre¢ols but urto hem with bedisokeden, the ®re vhich

the budesdisalovedthe samie madehe kead ofite corner
and asbne bsumbing, ad a ock bofene, eveto hem
whichsumbleattheword, beig dsobddmn: whereuntasahey
were appoéed.”  PeteR:6-8)

“Enter ye in at éhstrait gatdéor wi@ is thgate andbroal is
the wayhit badét todestcton, andmanytheebe whiclgo
in thereatBecauserait is the gat, and arrow isthe way,
whichleadelt untdife,and éw thereethatfindit.” (Mathew
7:13-14)

Many today “stumble &ithe Wrd” because they do not believe
that God’s unchanging, absolute Word is an eternal, living and
powerful book of truth and wisdom that is equally alive and power-
ful in each and every generation. They especially do not believe that
God’s Word is equally alive and powerful in today’s so-called “post-
modern” generation; a more accurate term for today’s world is
“post-truth.” This lack of belief drives many to find their meaning
and purpose of life not in the pure, unadulterated Holy Scriptures
written by God but, rather, in popular and corrupt man-centered
books written by men that appeal to the flesh and the world.

38



g Part 29
Ohe Purpose-Priven

"Spiritual Journey™
“It's “(Not about You,” or “Is “Jt?







g Chapter Qhree ¢

ohe RBible Is Clear

God Takes 40 Days to Prepare People for His Purposes?

ne of Rick Warren’s premises for his book and the basis of his
40 Days campaigns (which have incrementally led churches

into his global P.E.A.C.E. Plan that will be discussed later) is his as-
sertion that:

“The Bible is clear that God considers 40 days a spiritually signi-
ficant time period. Whenever God wanted to prepare someone for
his purposes, he took 40 days.” (PDL; p. 9)

Forty-day time periods are only mentioned in the 66 books of
the Holy Scriptures a mere 22 times:

9

9

9

4 of these are in reference to the 40 days it rained on the earth
during the flood.

I of these is in reference to the 40 days set by the Egyptians for
embalming, which they did to Jacob.

7 of these are in reference to the two 40-day periods Moses spent
with God on Mount Sinai.

2 of these are in reference to the 40 days the spies spent in the
Promised Land.

I of these is in reference to the 40 days Goliath challenged the
Israelites.

I of these is in reference to the 40 days Elijah took traveling to
Horeb without eating, after an angel fed him.

I of these is in reference to the 40 days Ezekiel had to lay on his
right side bearing the iniquity of the house of Judah, each day
representing a year.

| of these is in reference to the 40 days the people of Nineveh
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were given to repent.

g 3 of these are in reference to the 40 days that Jesus was in the
wilderness, tempted by the devil.

g | of these is in reference to the 40 days that Jesus was seen by
His apostles after His resurrection.

All in all, there are only a handful of instances in Scripture
where a 40-day period could possibly be construed as “spiritually
significant.” Scripture does not in any way justify Rick Warren’s
fallacious claims that “the Bible is clear that God considers 40 days
a spiritually significant time period,” and that “whenever God want-
ed to prepare someone for his purposes, he took 40 days.” If this
latter claim was true, then God has only prepared a handful of peo-
ple, and everyone else in Scripture (and throughout history) was
never prepared by God for His purposes!

Twisting Scripture to put spiritual significance on a 40-day time
period is akin to occultic numerology. The Holy Scriptures are clear
that transforming and life-changing power is found through the
knowledge, belief, and obedience of the Lord God Himself and His
Word. There are no ‘magical’ formulas or rituals that bypass this.
Yet regarding his book Rick Warren confidently declares:

“The next 40 days will transform your life.” (PDL; p. 10)

Eight examples are given from the Bible in an effort to justify his
premises regarding 40-day periods (these examples are listed on p.
10 of PDL). Not one of his examples, which he has removed from
their scriptural context, supports his unscriptural premises. How-
ever, some of these examples when examined in their scriptural
context actually warn against following what the majority is doing.

g “Noah’s life was transformed by 40 days of rain.” The 40
days of rain were actually God’s purpose itself. The 40 days brought
the flood of God’s judgment on the disobedient world and destroyed
it. Thankfully, Noah did not follow the majority, or we would not
exist. As a result of following God rather than the crowd, he had
found God’s grace (see Genesis 6:8). So God prepared Noah ahead
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of time in the years preceding the 40 days so that his life would be
saved.

In addition, Scripture says nothing about these 40 days bringing
about transformation in Noah’s life, so why claim that the days it
actually rained are more significant to Noah than the 150 days the
waters prevailed upon the earth or the 370 days he was on the Ark?

g “Moses was transformed by 40 days on Mount Sinai.” God’s
purpose was to deliver the Israelites from the oppressive Egyptians
and then bring them into the Promised Land. Moses had already
been obediently following God as a result of his transforming walk
with God in the land of Midian. Rick Warren himself even wrote,
“The Bible is filled with examples of how God uses a long process to
develop character, especially in leaders. He took eighty years to pre-
pare Moses, including forty in the wilderness” (PDL; p. 222; empha-
sis added)!

God specifically prepared Moses for His purpose not in the 40
days but in front of the burning bush. By the time Moses spent 40
days on Mount Sinai, God had already used Moses to fulfill the first
part of His purpose. In addition, Scripture does not record that any
transformation occurred in Moses’ life on Mount Sinai to prepare
him for God’s purposes.

Food for thought: In neither of the two sets of 40 days on
Mount Sinai nor in front of the burning bush did God reveal Himself
to Moses in the context of community. He was alone when face to
face with God. For Rick Warren to say that transformation occurred
when Moses was on Mount Sinai alone is to contradict his own
communitarian principles in The Purpose Driven Life!

Rick Warren’s numerous internal inconsistencies and contra-
dictions clearly reveal that his book is not firmly founded on the
unchanging and consistent truth of the Holy Scriptures but, rather,
is “tossed to and femd carriedbotiwith evenyind of ddcine”
(Ephesians 4:14).

Incidentally, when Moses was with God on Mount Sinai, Aaron
had assisted the “community” in adopting the ways of the world in
its worship. The result of their having “turnedasdequcky out @
thewaywhich | commanded them” (Exodus 32:8) was God’s severe
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judgment. About 3,000 men were killed, God blotted the names of
those who had sinned out of His book, and then He plagued the
people (see Exodus 32:28, 33, and 35).

g “The spies were transformed by 40 days in the Promised
Land.” The tragic truth is that the spies (excluding Joshua and
Caleb who remained faithful to God in walking by faith and not by
sight) were sinfully transformed by their 40 days of walking by sight
and not by faith. The spies were frightened by what they saw during
the 40 days they spied out the land God promised them. As a result,
they frightened the Israelites and turned them against God’s pur-
poses (see Numbers 13:31-14:12).

God’sjudgment was the consequence of this 40-day transforma-
tion. God killed the spies with a plague because they tried to thwart
God’s purpose after their 40 days. God’s preparation of all the spies
was His word, yet only two spies believed and followed God. In ad-
dition, because the Israelites heeded the majority rather than the
two who tried to get them to heed God’s word, they were forbidden
to enter the Promised Land for 40 years so that this generation
could die off first (see Numbers 14:26-38). Yet nowhere does Rick
Warren say the spies were transformed in anything other than a
good way by their 40 days.

That these spies were transformed into plague-infested corpses
should be heeded as a warning for those who think only good trans-
formations can come out of 40-day regimes. In the name of purpose,
churches are heeding the majority and are now walking by sight
rather than by the faith and obedience of God’s Word. What they
see in the world (e.g., its successful pragmatic ways and aversions
to “traditional” Christianity) determines how they “do church.” By
the way, anyone who thinks plagues are only for the Old Testament
time period should carefully read Revelation 18:4.

g “David was transformed by Goliath’s 40-day challenge.”
God’s Word does not clarify how many days David actually sees
Goliath. However, the first time that David sees Goliath he begins to
speak up about killing him, so it is more likely that David saw only
a few days, if not just one day, of Goliath’s challenge (see | Samuel
17).
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Contrary to supporting Rick Warren’s premises, this passage is
another example of 40 days being a result of sin: The Israelites (the
majority) did not trust God and cowered before Goliath for an entire
40 days before David finally came and killed him in faith!

David had already been transformed by his walk with God (see
| Samuel 13:14, 16:7, 13). When faced with Goliath, David said he
knew God would deliver him into his hands because God had al-
ready enabled him to kill a lion and a bear (see | Samuel 17:32-37).
God had prepared David ahead of time to fulfill His purpose of
slaying Goliath and putting an end to the Israelites’ 40 days.

g “Elijah was transformed when God gave him 40 days of
strength from a single meal.” This took place when Israel’s lead-
ers had led the people astray into the worship of false gods. Elijah
had just killed the false prophets, and Jezebel threatened to kill him.
After God’s angel had given him two meals, Elijah traveled 40 days
to Horeb, the mount of God. It was there at Horeb that he com-
muned with God and told Him that God’s children had forsaken His
covenant, thrown down His altars, and killed His prophets. Al-
though Elijah believed he was the only one left who was still fol-
lowing God, God let him know that He had reserved a remnant of
7,000 who had not bowed the knee to the false god the majority
were following. (See | Kings 18-19.)

This 40-day period was near the end of Elijah’s faithful service
to God and were traveling days in between serving God and com-
muning with God. Scripture does not say anything about these 40
days being a preparation of God’s purposes or causing transforma-
tion in the life of Elijah. This is yet another example of adding to
Scripture what God did not put in, which twists Scripture to fit
man’s purposes.

g “The entire city of Nineveh was transformed when God
gave the people 40 days to change.” When Jonah finally obeyed
God and told Nineveh that it would be overthrown in 40 days if
they did not repent, Scripture does not say that Nineveh waited the
entire 40 days to repent. It merely records that after Jonah “began
to enter intthe city a daypuney’the people believed God and
repented (see Jonah 3).
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Yes, God chose to give them 40 days to repent, but the 40 days
given to them were not the moving force behind Nineveh’s “trans-
formation.” It was their belief and acceptance of the Word of God
regarding their sin and God’s impending judgment that caused them
to repent. This should be thoroughly heeded today, as the signs of
God’s impending judgment rapidly increase in our own generation.
Incidentally, the city’s repentance put an end to the 40-day count-
down to God’s judgment.

g “Jesus was empowered by 40 days in the wilderness.” Scrip-
ture has been abominably twisted in this choice for a supporting
example of his premise. God’s Word states that in the wilderness
Jesus was “bengfortydaystempteddfthederil” (Luke 4:2; see also
Mark 1:13). Nowhere throughout all of Scripture does God even hint
that being tempted by the devil empowers anyone! Besides, if these
40 days “empowered” Jesus physically, then the angels would not
have needed to minister to Jesus immediately afterwards (see Mat-
thew 4:11 and Mark 1:13). Furthermore, if these 40 days “empow-
ered” Jesus spiritually, then Jesus would not have been fully God
manifest in the flesh.

“And wihout camovesygret is the nysey of godinessGod
was nmanifest in thiesh justified in tle irit, seenfaargels,
preacheghto the @niles, bahed orin the worldreceied up
intoglory” (1 Timothy 3:8)

“Bevare Ist any an spil youthroudn philosopy andvain
deceitata thetradiion oimen, aé the rudnent®fthe world,
and na after Chid. For in him dvdleh dl thefulness o the
Godhead bbdi (Colesans2:89)

To even hint that the devil and his temptations were a source
of power for the Lord Jesus Christ is appalling, to say the very least!
Contrarily, Jesus was already prepared when His 40 days of tempta-
tion came.

g “The disciples were transformed by 40 days with Jesus after
his resurrection.” Just before Jesus ascended into heaven, after the
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40 days He was with the disciples, Jesus told them to wait in Jeru-
salem until they were “enduedwith powefrom on high{Luke
24:49; see also Acts 1:3-9). On the day of Pentecost the disciples
were transformed by the filling of the Holy Spirit, which was the
preparation for God’s purpose of using them to preach the Gospel
of Christ to the world. It is important to note that Pentecost is a
Jewish festival meaning “fiftieth” because it was celebrated on the
50" day. This example as well fails to support Rick Warren’s claims.

Again, God’s Word is clear that transforming and life-changing
power is found through the knowledge, belief, and obedience of the
Lord God Himselfand His Word, rightly divided. Yet, grievously, Rick
Warren has taken portions of the Word of God and twisted them,
giving them new meanings apart from their Scriptural context. He
does this throughout his purpose-driven “manifesto” and Paradigm
in the attempt to justify his faulty premises and fulfill his purposes.
Nevertheless, the masses have fallen in step behind him, his pur-
poses, and his 40 Days campaigns. They have accepted Rick War-
ren’s claims that his “spiritual journey” is all about God and His
purposes.

God’s Purposes are Man-centered?

“He [God] has clearly revealed his five purposes for our lives
through the Bible.” (PDL; p. 20)

“It’s not about you.” (PDL; p. 17; emphasis added)

ick Warren’s personal list of God’s purposes for our lives
consists only of the following five purposes, which he has

clearly centered around “you”:

PURPOSE #1: You Were Planned for God’s Pleasure
PURPOSE #2: You Were Formed for God’s Family
PURPOSE #3: You Were Created to Become like Christ
PURPOSE #4: You Were Shaped for Serving God
PURPOSE #5: You Were Made for a Mission
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Looking at each of these five purposes, a basic understanding of
elementary grammar clearly shows that you, not God, are the
subject. In sentence structure, the subject is what the sentence is
about. Regardless of his repeated claims to the contrary, each of the
five purposes are about you—not only here but also in his de-
scriptions of them.

According to his “manifesto,” these five purposes can be
summed up in worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evan-
gelism. The God-centered scriptural definitions of these five things
are indeed part of the many purposes God has for us. However, a
great deal of man-centered theology and other unscriptural errors
have been included in the purpose-driven definitions. You, not God,
are the subject of this “spiritual journey.” God is merely the means
to purpose, meaning, and significance in life.

God’s Word is clear that the nature of God is the basis for what
He wants from us. Therefore, increasing our knowledge of God Him-
self also increases our knowledge of His purposes. Yet not much is
said in The Purpose Driven Life about the nature of God. In a man-
centered “spiritual journey,” helping people deepen their knowledge
of God isn’t the primary issue.
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Purpose “1: You ‘Were Planned
for (sod's Pleasure

Worship That Is about You Is Not Worship of God

“Bringing enjoyment to God, living for his pleasure, is the first
purpose of your life. When you fully understand this truth, you
will never again have a problem with feeling insignificant. It
proves your worth.” (PDL; p. 63; emphasis added)

“Bringing pleasure to God is called ‘worship.”” (PDL; p. 64)

“You only bring him [God] enjoyment by being you. Anytime you
reject any part of yourself, you are rejecting God’s wisdom and
sovereignty in creating you.” (PDL; p. 75; emphasis added)

orship of God is not about being you. True worship of God
W completely about the nature and worthiness of God, not
about who you are or your worth. Furthermore, true worship of God
is found in the fear and reverence that comes when we recognize
and enjoy God for Who God really is, not when God enjoys who we

are! Exactly who is worshipping whom in the purpose-driven def-
inition of worship?

“Giveunb the lorDtheglary due unto his name waship the
Lorbin the beautyfholnes.” (Psah 29:2)

True worship of God that pleases God also consists of living a
life of faith, righteousness, and obedience because God is worthy.

“That ye mightalkworhy ofthe Lord untal pleasig, beig
fruitful in evergoodwvork,and ncredng in the knowldgefo
God.” Colg$ans1:10)
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“I know also, m Gd, tha thoutrieg the heart, and hast
pleagre n uprghtnss...” (1 Chrordle9:17)

“So hen theyat ae n theflesh @nno pleas&od.” Romans
8:8)

Although the Lord Jesus Christ and His Word say otherwise, ac-
cording to Rick Warren’s counsel we are not to reject any part of
ourselves. In fact, he admonishes us to realize that God Himself
wants us to worship Him by unloading all of our sinful, fleshly emo-
tions on Him, “holding back nothing” of what we feel:

“In the Bible, the friends of God were honest about their feelings,
often complaining, second-guessing, accusing, and arguing
with their Creator. God, however, didn’t seem to be both-
ered by this frankness; in fact, he encouraged it.” (PDL; p.93;
emphasis added)

“Tell God exactly how you feel Pour out your heart to God.
Unload every emotion that you’re feeling.... God can handle
your doubt, anger, fear, grief, confusion, and questions.” (PDL; p.
110; emphasis added)

“To instruct us in candid honesty, God gave us the book of
Psalms—a worship manual, full of ranting, raving, doubts,
fears, resentments, and deep passions combined with thanks-
giving, praise, and statements of faith. Every possible emotion is
catalogued in the Psalms. When you read the emotional con-
fessions of David and others, realize this is how God wants you
to worship him—holding back nothing of what you feel.” [!]
(PDL; p. 94; bold added)

“Can God handle that kind of frank, intense honesty from you?
Absolutely!... What may appear as audacity God views as
authenticity.” (PDL; p. 94)

This aspect of Rick Warren’s definition of “worship” is plainly
all about you. We are free to be exactly who we are in the flesh,
treat the loving Almighty Lord God far worse than dirt, and then
proceed to the epitome of audacious and authentic defiance in re-
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ferring to this as worship! This is what brings the Almighty Lord God
pleasure and is what He is worthy of? This is part of Rick Warren’s
first and foremost purpose for why we are here.

“Yehaveveard he lOrRDwithyow wads.Yet ysay, Werein
havewewaried him? When yesay, EZeryone tht doth il is
good in thedght of the IORQ and e deghteh in hem or,
Whered he God ofiigmer®’ (Malachi 2:7)

“The foolistess of am perveethhis vay:andhis hart fretteth
agang the IORD” (Proverb$9:3)

God makes it clear throughout His Word that He is not even
close to being pleased with, nor does He even remotely encourage
“resentments,” “ranting,” “raving,” “complaining,” or “accusing”
Him. Rick Warren’s dangerous man-centered claim can only be
derived at by twisting, ignoring, and taking unholy scissors to a
multitude of Scriptures. “Candid honesty” or not, God does not
“encourage” these sins, which these people, for example, definitely
regretted (e.g., see also Numbers 11:18-20, 33):

“And wherhe popleomfainedijt displesedte IORD and the
LorD herd it; and his anger was kindled; and thefire of the
LorDburnt anang them, and covumel them tha weein the
uttermospars @ the camp.” (Numbers 11)

“Woe urd him thastiveh with hisMaker! Lethe ptsherd
strive ith the ptskerds of theearth Shall theclaysay toim
thatfashimeh it, What makeshou?or iy work, He hath no
hands?”Iédah 45:9)

“Nay lut, Oman,who artthau that repliest gainst Gd?Shall
the hing brmedasy/ b him thataomedt, Whyhasthou made
me thus?'Romans:20)

“Moreovdahe IoRDansvered bo and aid, Shalhe thaton-
tendeth with heAlmighy insruct him?he thateproet God, let
him arsweit. Then Job awezd he IORQ and aid, Bebld, |
am vie what shdl | answe the? | wil lay minehand upan my
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mouth. Once have | spdkghwill notansver: ye twice; but
| will praceed naither. Then anerednie lORDuUNto Job wt
ofthe wirlwind, ad sid, Gid up thydinsnow ike a man: |
will denandof the, aad dedare ttou into me. Wit thou dso
disannl myjudgmentwilt thas @nam e, that tha mayest

be rghteas?” Job 4Q-8)

These people will also regret their man-centered “frank, intense
honesty” with God:

“... Belold,theLordcamethwithten tlousads of is saints, to
exate julgment upn all, &ad to onwnceall tha are ugody
anong tlemof all thie ungadly deds hichthe/ haveungdly
comritted, andofall theirhard speeshiwithungoty shnes
havesmkenagairst him These @ nurnuras, onplainers,
walking afe their avn luts and leir mouth spedkefreat
swding wads, havig men’s person admiation becaesof
advatege.” Jude 14-16)

Contrary to leaders today, the apostle Paul gives genuine wise
counsel that needs to be carefully heeded:

“Neiter leustemp Christ assane ofltemalsotenped, and
were dioyd ofsepentsNeibher murmur ye, asne oftiem
alsanurmured, andwee dstroyedf thedestroyeNowall thee
thingshagpened uathemfa examlgs and they are ttein 6r

our @monibn, upon whom the eofithe wod arecome.
Whedare le¢ him that thinketh he dandeh take hed lest he
fdl.” (1 Comthians10:9412)

On the other hand, following Rick Warren’s counsel on how to
“worship” will result in God’s anger and displeasure, according to
His Holy Scriptures. True worship kneels before the Almighty Lord
God in awe and reverence for Who He is. This is the opposite of Rick
Warren’s man-centered “manifesto” that exalts who man is above
the holy Lord God.

“Exalt ye he lORDour God, and worship at hisfootgod; for he
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isholy’ (Psalm 99:5)

“God is geetly to be fredin theassebiy of th saints,ral to
behad in reerae of all tam that are &dait him.” (Psalm
89:7)

“Let all the eaht fear he IORD le dl theinhabitants o the
wald gdard in awed him. For hegée and it was done he
commndedand i sbod dst” (Psalm 33:8)

“And al the inhabants ¢ the eaht ae rep@d asohing: ad
he dobitaccordmi hiswil in the armpfheaven, dramong
the nhabians @ the ealt: andnone canast hishand, osay
unto him, Wat dogtthou?” (Darél4:35)

“Worship” mixed with the ugliness of man’s fleshly emotions
is anything but holy, and no one, least of all the Almighty Lord God,
deserves to be treated in such an irreverent manner. Rick Warren
has done exactly what he says we should not do:

“But we cannot just create our own comfortable or politically
correct image of God and worship it. That is idolatry.” (PDL; p.
101)

I couldn’t agree more. Yet you and the purposes of God, accord-
ing to Rick Warren’s personal understanding of them, continue to
be placed above the Person of God. Anything placed above God Him-
selfis idolatry, especially so when fear of God, reverence, truth, and
holiness are sacrificed in the process. And that includes music.

Offering the Strange Fire of Profane Music
Is Not Worship of God

“The Church has sprung a leak and the world is leaking into the
Church.” —A.W. Tozer'

Q,Qsic is just one more area in Rick Warren’s worldly Purpose-
Driven movement in which he has done exactly what he says
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we should not do. He has created his own comfortable image of God
that lets him do what he likes:

“God loves all kinds of music because he invented it all ... You
probably don’t like it all, but God does! If it is offered to God in
spirit and truth, it is an act of worship.” (PDL; p. 65)

“But God likes variety and enjoys it all.

“There is no such thing as ‘Christian’ music; there are only
Christian lyrics. It is the words that make a song sacred, not the
tune.” (PDL; p. 66)

First, “Christian lyrics” are increasingly man-centered and error-
laden and as such would not be offered to God in spirit and in truth.
Second, synthesizing “Christian lyrics” with the profane noises
(“tunes”) that ‘musicians’ such as death metal bands and other
bands in darkness create while they are stoned and blaspheming
God, etcetera, would never make the songs from this wicked culture
sacred and enjoyed by God! If you don’t think “Christian music” is
extreme enough to rival ‘music’ from cultures of darkness, then you
have never had the displeasure, to put it mildly, of hearing modern
“Christian” bands scream Jesus’ name with a voice that sounds
possessed, with a “tune” to match.

“[1]t takes all kinds of churches to reach all kinds of people.... In
just the area of music alone, imagine all the styles of music
needed to reach all the different cultures of our world.” —Rick
Warren?

“Warren’s emphasis on approachable Christianity is reflected at
Saddleback, where worshippers can choose from nearly two dozen
services that feature different styles of live music, from heavy
metal to reggae to hula.” —Associated Press, 4/9/05>

Worldly music (complete with blatant secular lyrics) and “wor-
ship styles” that appeal to the flesh rather than the spirit is a big
part of the purpose-driven transformation in churches. Purpose-
driven “worship” is not about Who God is, therefore the “worship
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style” of today’s churches must match the people:

“What matters is that your worship style matches the people you
are seeking to reach ...” —Rick Warren*

“‘I'm never going to deny what | believe, but I've got to say it in
a way that makes sense to the MTV generation in a postmodern
world,” Warren says. ‘Traditional churches think I’'m changing the
message, but all I'm doing is changing the method.”” —Chicago
Sun-Times, 3/25/05°

“l discovered that, of course, it takes all kinds of churches to
reach all kinds of people. There is more than one way to grow a
church and I say if you are getting the job done I like the way you
are doing it. The only wrong way is the one way that you think
that everybody should do it your way.

“What | began to see is that God uses all kinds of styles, all kinds
of methods, all kinds of formats to reach all kinds of people.”
—Rick Warren®

“The Purpose Driven model supports you as your church matches
the worship style of those you are targeted to reach in the
community.” —PurposeDriven (Emphasis added)’

And what exactly is the “worship” style of the MTV generation?! No
wonder church services today resemble the world! It is not the
image of Christ that churches are deliberately conforming to. This is
clearly all about you, or mankind.

“Proksmg thenseles tbe wis, hey became $9a@dd changed
theglory of th urtaruptible @d into a image madelike to
coruptble man.... Wo chngdthetruthofGodrto aie,and
washpped adsenetthecraturemore tian the Ceatorwio is
bleseddr eer. Amen.’Romans:22-23, 29

In The Purpose-Driven Life, Rick Warren says:

“There is a right and wrong way to worship. The Bible says, ‘Let
us be grateful and worship God in a way that will please him.’
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[endnote: Hebrews 12:28 (TEV)]” (PDL; p. 100)

He even deleted the right way to worship from the verse he quotes
on the subject. This verse specifically gives the right way, and there-
by also the wrong way, to worship and serve God:

“Whereadrewe recdig a kngdonwhiclcannobemovedetus
hae gae,wheely wemayserveGa acptady with reeerce
ard gody fea: Fa our Gd is a oraumig fire?’ (Hebews
12:2829)

The version he quotes even ends the verse with, “with reverence
and awe,” which he deleted. This deletion is consistent with today’s
man-centered “worship.” The reverence and fear of God has obvi-
ously and purposefully been removed in order to cater to the unbe-
lieving world.

“Human wisdom delights to trim and arrange the doctrines of the
cross into a system more artificial and more congenial with the
depraved tastes of fallen nature; instead, however, of improving
the gospel carnal wisdom pollutes it, until it becomes another
gospel, and not the truth of God at all.” —Charles H. Spurgeon®

The Lord God is not pleased with nor does He accept everything
that is offered to Him in worship. He did not respect or accept
Cain’s offering (see Genesis 4), and He did not accept the “strange
fire” offered to Him by Nadab and Abihu. In fact, He killed them
with fire for offering it (see Leviticus 10:1-2). Whether or not they
believed their offering was offered in spirit and truth was irrelevant.
What they were offering was disobedience (therefore apart from
truth) and was not considered by God to be an act of worship.

Likewise, modern “worship” is not worship in spirit and in truth;
it is “worship” in the flesh and in relativism. “Worship” that
“matches the people” so is tailored according to who the unbeliev-
ing world is rather than Who God is, is indeed creating one’s own
comfortable image of God to idolatrously worship. This has a great
deal in common with the Israelites worship of the golden calf -- a
worship style that led to the severe judgment of God resulting in
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the death of thousands and was then followed by a plague (see
Exodus 32, especially verses 28 and 35).

God commands us to worship Him “in the beaty of holiass”
(see Psalm 29:2 and 96:9). Rebellious refusal to separate from the
things, beliefs, and ways of the flesh and the world and the profane
is the opposite of holiness. Besides, offering profane things of the
flesh to God—from “candid honesty” to “all kinds of music” and
everything in between—is always about you, never about God.

“Benotdeéval; Gal isnd moked fa whdsoee a man ow
eth that slall he also em For e that sowthto hs flesh sifi
of thefleshreapcaruption; lut he that sovethtotheSprit shall
ofthe Spit reapife evéasing.” (Galatans6:7-8)

“Love atthe worldnetherthe thigsthatarein thewoid. If

anyman lee he worldthe lovefthe Fathesnotin him. For
al tha isin thewald, thelug of theflesh, and thelug o the

eyesand he pide ofife,isnotofthe Father, but is bétworld.
And he worlgpasshtaway, andé¢ lusthereof: buhe that
dodt the wildf Godabiceh forevef (1 John 2:3-17)

It’s not how the masses view something that makes it right or
wrong; it’s how God views it. And God knows why the ways and
things of the world please the world. God says in His Word, “And
benotconfanedtothiswotd” (Romans 12:2) and, “Lé& egy e
that nareth tle name of Ctist depart fromiquty” (2 Timothy
2:19). Nevertheless, history continues to repeat itself -- “but every
man did that whib was right ini§ owneyes{judges 17:6 and
21:25).

In “Why We Are Lukewarm About Christ’s Return,” A.W.Tozer
aptly described Christianity’s predilection for things of the world:

“Again, in these times religion has become jolly good fun right
here in this present world, and what’s the hurry about heaven
anyway? Christianity, contrary to what some had thought, is
another and higher form of entertainment. Christ has done all the
suffering. He has shed all the tears and carried all the crosses; we
have but to enjoy the benefits of His heartbreak in the form of
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religious pleasures modeled after the world but carried on in the
name of Jesus....

“History reveals that times of suffering for the Church have also
been times of looking upward. Tribulation has always sobered
God’s people and encouraged them to look for and yearn after the
return of their Lord. Our present preoccupation with this world
may be a warning of bitter days to come. God will wean us from
the earth some way—the easy way if possible, the hard way if
necessary. It is up to us.”?

Charles Spurgeon also admonished:

“Beware of the leaven of worldly pleasure, for its working is silent
but sure, and a little of it will leaven the whole lump. Keep up the
distinction between a Christian and an unbeliever and make it
clearer every day....

“Avoid the appearance of evil. ‘But we must not be too rigid,” says
one. There is no fear of that in these days. You will never go too
far in holiness, nor become too like your Lord Jesus. If anybody
accuses you of being too strict and precise, do not grieve but try
to deserve the charge. | cannot suppose that at the last great
day our Lord Jesus Christ will say to anyone, ‘You were not
worldly enough. You were too jealous over your conduct,
and did not sufficiently conform to the world.” No, my
brethren, such a wrong is impossible. He Who said, ‘Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is
perfect,” has set before you a standard beyond which you can
never go.

““Well, but,” says one, ‘are we to have no enjoyments?’ My dear
friend, the enjoyments which are prepared for Christians are many
and great, but they never include sin and folly. Do you call vice
and folly amusements?...

“‘But,” you say, ‘| would greatly enjoy a little of the pleasures of
sin.” Judge yourselves, then, to be falsely called children of God....

“As for your Lord’s work, be bound to the altar of Christ and be
united for ever to Him, and | am sure you will not find that you
are losers by giving up worldly pleasures.” (Emphasis added)'®
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“For tre graeof Gd that bringthsalvationdthagpeard to all
men teahhgusthat degingungallinesard wordly lugs we
shou livestenry, iighteouy, and gdl, in this presntword;
lodking for that blessed hgpe and thedlarious appeing o the
gred Godandour Saviou JessiIClrist;who gae himself for us,
tha he might redemus fromall iniquity, ad purify uro
himsdla peculiapeople, zeasof goodvorks Thesehings
speak,ral exhagriand ebuke Wi al authoity. Letno man
desie hee.” (Tus2:11415)

“Christianizing” or “churching” things of the world, as well as
pleasing the world under the guise of pleasing God, is still sowing
to the flesh, and God is not mocked. People will reap what they
sow. In “Feeding Sheep or Amusing Goats?” Charles Spurgeon fur-
ther admonished:

“The devil has seldom done a cleverer thing than hinting to the
church that part of their mission is to provide entertainment for
the people, with a view to winning them.

“From speaking out as the Puritans did, the church has gradually
toned down her testimony, then winked at and excused the fri-
volities of the day. Then she tolerated them in her borders. Now
she has adopted them under the plea of reaching the masses....

“If it is a Christian work, why did not Christ speak of it? ‘Go ye
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature’ (Mark
16:15). That is clear enough. So it would have been if He had
added, ‘and provide amusement for those who do not relish the
gospel.” No such words, however, are to be found....

“Then again, ‘He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and
some evangelists; and some pastors and teachers .., for the work
of the ministry’ (Eph. 4:11-12). Where do entertainers come in?...
Were the prophets persecuted because they amused the
people or because they refused?...

“Again, providing amusement is in direct antagonism to the
teaching and life of Christ and all his apostles. What was the
attitude of the church to the world? Ye are the salt (Matt. 5:13),
not the sugar candy—something the world will spit out not
swallow....
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“Had Christ introduced more of the bright and pleasant elements
into his mission, he would have been more popular when they
went back ... I do not hear him say, ‘Run after these people Peter
and tell them we will have a different style of service tomorrow,
something short and attractive with little preaching. We will have
a pleasant evening for the people. Tell them they will be sure to
enjoy it. Be quick Peter, we must get the people somehow.’ Jesus
pitied sinners, sighed and wept over them, but never sought to
amuse them.

“In vain will the Epistles be searched to find any trace of this
gospel of amusement! Their message is, ‘Come out, keep out, keep
clean out!’... They had boundless confidence in the gospel and
employed no other weapon.

“After Peter and John were locked up for preaching, the church
had a prayer meeting but they did not pray, ‘Lord grant unto thy
servants that by a wise and discriminating use of innocent recre-
ation we may show these people how happy we are.’” If they
ceased not from preaching Christ, they had not time for arranging
entertainments. Scattered by persecution, they went everywhere
preaching the gospel.... Lord, clear the church of all the rot and
rubbish the devil has imposed on her, and bring us back to
apostolic methods.” (Emphasis added)"’

“The Foolishness of Preaching”

Wan worship is no longer about God, preaching becomes
“outdated”:

“The message must never change, but the methods must change.
If you change the message, you are a heretic.... At the same time,
however, | also believe that if you continue to share it in an
outdated mode, for instance, like a preaching style that was ef-
fective a hundred years ago, you are actually making the message
watered down because people can’t hear it.” —Rick Warren'?

“Are you being faithful to God’s Word if you insist on communi-
cating it in an outdated style?... | contend that when a church
continues to use methods that no longer work, it is being unfaith-
ful to Christ!” —Rick Warren'?
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Methods of relativism will inevitably change a message of ab-
solutism. And this is exactly what is happening.

Unbelievably, preachers of “a hundred years ago,” such as
Charles Spurgeon, if alive today and preaching in their “outdated”
“preaching style” would be considered guilty of watering down the
Gospel and being unfaithful to Christ. Yet people today who cut gap-
ing holes in the Gospel and change the message by changing the
methods to cater to the unbelieving world are highly praised, mod-
eled after, and viewed as faithful to God’s Word!

Today’s Christianity clearly doesn’t realize that God’s message
and method are tied together because of the nature of His light,
which is God Himself and His Word. Preaching the Word of God is
God’s message and method because it is in the light of God, not in
the ways of the world, that mankind is enlightened in understanding
His truth.

“O sendutthy Ight andthy tuth: Etthemlead me; lehem
bring me uno thy bly hil, and tothy tabernades.” (Ralm
43:3)

“Beingbornagan, nd o coruptble sed, budfincoruptble,

by tle vord é Gogdwhchlivetrandabidethforeve For alllesh
isasgrass and all theglory of man astheflover of grass The

grasswitherdt, andle fowerheredidleh awayBut he word
of the Ladt endureth for e, Ard thisisthewad whichby the

gopel § preached anto.” (1 Petel:2325)

“Everthe mystywhichhath been hitbfn ages arfidbm gen-
eraions butnow $ made mde to his aints: TovhomGod
would makenavn whatd he ichesfahe gloy ofthis mytery
amonghe Gantiles; which Bhrisin you, e lope ofjlory
Whomwepreat, warninggvey man,andteahing eery mn in
all wisdny that we may pesenever man gerfecin Chist
Jegs.” (Cobsmns1:2628)

“That wa therue Ligh whichlightéh everyman that coneth
intothe world.(John 1:9)
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Nevertheless, preaching is considered to be old-fashioned fool-
ishness by today’s leaders who prefer to follow the world’s ‘wis-
dom’ and cater to the world’s chosen wickedness. Yet God Himself
is the One Who chose “the fobishress of preaudy”:

“For the peahing of he cross to thm tha peish folishnss;
bu unto us hich are savé it is the pwer of @d. Fa it is
written,l will detroy thevis@m of thewiseard will bring to
noting he understamdi ¢ the pudeh Wheres he wise?
where ithe scbhie’Avherésthe dispet of thisvort? tath not
Gal madefadish thewisdom o thiswald? For afte tha in the
wiglom of Gdtie worldy widom knew hGodjt pleasd God
by thefodishness o preaching to ssavethan tha bdiee For the
Jevsreauire asgn and the Greks & ater wisdan: Bu we
preab Chist cruidied, untotheJewa stunilingbock andunto
the Gedsfodishnes butunto hem with aie alled both Jevs
and Greks, Chistthe pwer oGod, anche wisdo of God.
Becaudbe foidhnessfGodswier than men; atlte weak-
ness o Godis dronge than men. For ye sseyaur cdling, breth-
ren how thanot mary wise men & the fésh, nomany
mighty, nat may nobé, ae cdled: Bu Gal hah daen the
foolishthings of thevald to onfond the vise; ad &d hath
chaenthe ve& thingsofthe wdd o cofoundthe hingswhich
are mjhty and bas hingsofthe worldand hingswhich are
desgiedhathGodchoseygea, ad hingsvhicharenot to bring
to nogh things tlat are:That no flesistould glory in Is
presare.” { Conithiansl:1829)

The apostle Paul did not cater to what the Jews or the Greeks
wanted. Even knowing that his message and method would be a
stumblingblock and considered foolishness to them, he served God,
not man, and preached Christ crucified whether they would hear or
not. Obedience, not results, is the greater issue.

“But Goddrbd that | $iould glor, save ité crossourLord
Jess Chist, by Wwomthewald is cruaifiedunto ne, ad lunto
the wdd.” (Galaitans6:14)

The apostle Paul’s faithfulness was to God and to His Word, not
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to the world. This refusal to compromise led to his and the other
apostles being “made a sped@mto tlke world,Viewed as “fook,”
“depisd” and “defaned,”’and “madeasthefilth ofthewotd” and
“the offsmring of all thngs”(see I Corinthians 4:9-10, 13).

There is quite a difference between how the world viewed God’s
faithful back then who “hazadel ther lives for thename 6 aur
Lord Jesu$f@st”’(Acts 15:26) and how it views many of Christian-
ity’s leaders today! The world loves getting its itching ears tickled,
and compromising leaders today are quick to please, unlike the true
apostles who refused to stop preaching the Lord Jesus Christ even
when covered with bloody stripes.

“... and wherey had call heapodesand beatahem, they
comrandedhat heyshoud notspeaknithe name oésusand
let then go.And trey @grted fronthepreseceof thecaundl,
rejoiing that thg were curied wrthy to sdér shne for is
name. And dginthe émpe,and h everhousdhey ceaseat
toteach and preach JEsui.” (Acts5:4042)

Unlike the leaders today who are afraid to offend anyone, the
apostles suffered all of this willingly, refusing to be ashamed of the
Rock of Offence and His truth that greatly offend the world.

“Be nothou therefeashamed tfetesimonyofourLord,nor
of mehis prisonea: but bethal patake o theafflicions o the
gopé accordig b he pwer o6God; whodt saved yand
caled usvith an holgallng, nd accoraig to ourworksbut
acading to s owrpurpose ad grae, viichwas givems in
Chid Jeusbdore he wid ke@n butisnowmae maifes by
the appeary ¢ aur Savur &sushris, who hath abokted
death, and hah broughtlifeand imnortalitytolight through the
gopel: Wereumt | am appoiaetl a prehe, ard an @ode,
and ateacher aohe Genrés For hewhich cause | alg siffer
theethings neathdess| am mt ashamed: for | know vham |
haw beéed ard am pewsdal thathe $ale b le@ thatwhih
| have comitted unb himagang thatday. Holdiastthe fom
of saind wads, which thou hdsstard ofne,in fath and lee
whichisin ChrisJess.” (2 Timohy 1:8-B)
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It is God’s message and methods that save, not the world’s.
This is true in every generation. Tickling the world’s itching ears and
calling its ways “worship” will not change anyone’s aversion to
hearing the true message. Nor does this bring pleasure to God.

“And he sdiunb hem Ye a hey whiclugify youseles
bdore ren;bu Gal knowtd your bBartsfor thawkhchis higly
estemed among nmeeabminaton in thesight of God(Lule
16:19

In his generation, Tozer also faced “advocates of compromise”
who sought to make the world “feel at home” in the churches:

“Any evangelism which by appeal to common interests and chat-
ter about current events seeks to establish a common ground
where the sinner can feel at home is as false as the altars of Baal
ever were....

“One of the most popular current errors, and ... being carried on
in evangelical circles these days, is the notion that as times
change the church must change with them. Christians must adapt
their methods by the demands of the people.... go along with
them—give them what they want. ‘The message is the same, only
the method changes,” say the advocates of compromise.” —A.W.
Tozer"*

Yet Tozer stood his ground against the crowd who insisted on
the necessity of conforming to the times and finding common
ground with everybody:

“The fish that goes along with the current hasn’t any trouble with
the current, but as soon as he starts the other way the current
gets sore at him. Just as long as you go the way the wind blows,
everybody will say you’re very fine and commend you for being
deeply religious. If you decide to go God’s way instead of the way
the wind blows they’ll say that your roof leaks or that something
has happened to you that you’re a fanatic. You can go along with
the times or you can be like Zechariah and Elizabeth and refuse to
go along with the times. Personally I've decided that a long time
ago. They say that if you don’t conform to the times and find a
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common ground for getting along with everybody that nobody
will listen to you. The more I’'m nonconformist the more people
want to hear me.” —A.W. Tozer"?

“I've been told that I'’ve missed the boat but I reply that | wasn’t
trying to catch that boat. That boat and a lot of others like it can
go on without me and I'll be quite happy. We can conform to the
religion of our times if we want to.

“l weigh 145 pounds dripping wet, but | stand here to tell you
that I'm a nonconformist, twice born, and a rebel and | will not
conform to the times. Up to now I've been able to get a hearing
and refused to conform to the times. But if a day ever comes
when to conform to the times is the price you have to pay to be
heard, then I'll go out and start where | started before on the
street corner and preach there. But | won’t conform to the times.

“They say you are supposed to do it. They say, ‘Don’t you know
we have the same message but it’s just different times we’re living
in.” I know the voice of the serpent when | hear it. The hiss of the
serpent is in that and | recognize that. So we can either conform
or we can withdraw from the whole business, and Paul says,
‘From such turn away.”” —A.W. Tozer'®

“Heresy of method may be as deadly as heresy of message.”
—A.W. Tozer'’

The unfruitful works of darkness used to be warned against by
Christianity’s leaders. Now, Christianity largely dismisses the ear-
nest warnings of the few with laughter or antagonism or margin-
alization, while it participates in the works of darkness and calls
them “worship.”

“Only let youooersationdas ibeaneththegospl of Grist:
thatwhether | come ard g, orele be alesit | may hearfo
youraffairs, hat ¥ sand &stin one pirit, with one mind
stivirg ogédter fothe fah ofthe gospelPhlippiansl:27)

“Wherefte girduptheloinsofyow mind,besobe ard hope to
the enétr the gacehat 5 b be biaght utoyou athe evel-
tion ofless Chst asobedintchilden, ntfashiming ypurghes
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hath ca#d yo isholy, sobe ye hpin al manrer é conera-

tion; because it iswritten, Beye hdy; for | am hdy.” (1 Peter
1:13-16)

“Thus aith the IorRQ thy RedeemigreHolyOne ofsraef | am

the lorRDthy God wth tacheth thesprat, which leadethee
by hewaythatthou shouldigo. Ohat hou haddtearkesd

tomycanmandmaentd then had thypecebem asariver, and thy

righteasressasthe wavesthe sea(lsaiah 48:1718)
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Purpose #2: You Were Formed
for (sod's Framily

“The Local Church Is the Body of Christ”

ere definitely is a global transformation taking place. Rick

Warren’s extremely popular Purpose-Driven Paradigm is great-

ly Tacilitating the transformation of Christianity into Churchianity;

his comments about Jesus Christ notwithstanding. Christ is being
replaced with community.

Because true Christianity follows Christ, Jesus Christ is the foun-
dation of what is done and taught. On the other hand, Churchianity
is about “doing church,” so the church is the focus of everything
that is done and taught. Following the same path as Roman Ca-
tholicism, today’s Churchianity is increasingly propagating the false
gospel that complete salvation is only found in and through be-
longing to a church.

“A church family identifies you as a genuine believer. | can’t claim
to be following Christ if 'm not committed to any specific group
of disciples.” (PDL; p. 133; emphasis added)

Think carefully about this. In other words, we can only be genu-
ine believers who follow Christ if we commit to a local church! On
the contrary, the true and unchanged Gospel of Christ clearly de-
clares that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ—not faith + commitment
to a local church—is the means by which we become followers of
Christ. So by continuing in His Word we are truly His disciples.

“Then s Jess b hose Jewhichbdievean him, Ifye con
tinue h my wordhen ee ¥ my diplesndeed.”John 8:3)1L
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Nevertheless, Churchianity prefers defining the Body of Christ
as the local church, rather than as individual believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ.

“Acts of Mercy was founded on four spiritual pillars:...

“The local church is the Body of Christ, and is the best instrument
to accomplish Christ’s ministry in the world.” —Rick and Kay
Warren, Founders of Acts of Mercy'

Again, think carefully about this. If this “spiritual pillar” was
true, then the Body of Christ would only exist in local congrega-
tions, and anyone not part of a local church would only be deceiving
themselvesinto thinking they are genuine believers following Christ.
In other words, this pillar supports Rick Warren’s previous unscrip-
tural declaration in The Purpose-Driven Life.

But this pillar goes even further because unbelievers easily slip
into membership of local churches, and according to Rick Warren
“every church is filled with pagans.”? So if “the local church is the
Body of Christ,” then the Body of Christ would be filled with “pa-
gans”!

Contrary to what is being disseminated, individual churches are
not the Body of Christ—the Lord Jesus Christ’s true Church. This is
especially so as a result of this worldly Purpose-Driven Paradigm,
which is working very hard to help unbelievers (“the unchurched”)
feel comfortable in its churches so they will keep coming.

The true Body of Christ consists only of each and every individ-
ual person, scattered all over the world, who is a true believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ and truly born again by God’s definition found in
God’s Word. The Body of Christ does not consist of a group of
people who decided to meet together in the same local church
building and commit to a relationship with each other, despite
whether there is any adherence to God’s truth.

“The importance of helping members develop friendships within
your church cannot be overemphasized. Relationships are the glue
that holds a church together.” —Rick Warren?
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“God wants his family to be known for its love more than any-
thing else. Jesus said our love for each other—not our doctrinal
beliefs—is our greatest witness to the world....

“Relationships must have priority in your life above everything
else.” (PDL; p. 124)

Churches that are “filled with pagans” are unable to rely on the
Holy Spirit to keep them together since unbelievers and pagans
cannot know or receive Him. So like communities and churches in
other religions (faiths), such as Mormonism, they must rely on
relationships within these churches to keep them together. Inciden-
tally, Mormonism developed as it similarly pedestaled and followed
its own founder and leader Joseph Smith. Paul Proctor, Christian
columnist for NewswithViews.com, perceptively draws the compari-
son:

“The Latter Day Saints have been selling themselves like this for
years - hiding their heresy behind a friendly facade of family,
familiarity, amusement and marketing; like craftily using The Bible
and its touching stories on television to promote The Book of
Mormon as if the two go hand in hand. No wonder their churches
are growing like weeds!

“Baptists call them a cult; yet, when The Purpose Driven Life is
presented as a companion to the Bible by a Southern Baptist pas-
tor and his publishing company, it is proclaimed a miracle of God
because of its wondrous bounty of tasty tares! And, | have no
doubt that just as many newly converted Mormons, as Purposites
would be ready and willing to tell you how much their lives have
been dramatically changed and transformed by the writings of
Joseph Smith, as those who credit Rick Warren for his teach-
ings.”*

It’s all relative in the realm of relationships, experiences, and prag-
matism.

Twisting God’s Word to implement “a human relationship para-
digm” is a denial of what God repeatedly and clearly said through-
out His Holy Scriptures. Dean Gotcher, founder and director of the
Institution for Authority Research, describes this process well:
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“The leadership of the church is shifting its paradigm from didactic
to dialectic in addressing the problems found in its own fellow-
ship and in the world. Tools utilized by Satan in his deception of
Eve are being utilized by the Church Growth agenda today. What
makes this process so lethal is its utilization of scriptures to
cover its agenda. It no longer focuses upon translation which
is built upon the word ‘Is’, it has moved through interpretation
which is built upon the phrase ‘I feel,” to where it is now extrapo-
lation (picking and choosing and then redefining) from the word
of God those scriptures which justify its desired outcome, that
being the rebuilding of the church on a human relationship para-
digm.” (Bold added)?

God never separates love from the truth, which includes His
doctrine, and never elevates relationships above His Word. On the
contrary, the Lord God has magnified His truth above even His own
name:

“I will workip towat thy holyemple, and prae lhy name ffo
thylovingkindness and for thytruth: for thau hagt magnified thy
word abee dlthy name.”Hsalm 138)2

With relationships (community) given top priority, as is evi-
denced throughout the Purpose-Driven Paradigm, the broad way'’s
relativism and pragmatism inevitably become the prevailing “new
way of thinking and acting.” But on the narrow way, relationships
never supercede the truth, which is a sword of division. In actuality,
exalting human relationships “above everything else” can prevent a
person from being a true disciple or follower of Christ:

“Supmseye hat | an core b gie peaca earth? | tel you,

Nay;bu rathe divisionEa fromheneforththee shll befive in
one haue divided, three againg twq and twoagaing three The
fathe shdl be dvidad againg theson, and thesn againg the
fatrer;themotler aginst thelawghter,andthedawghter agast
the mdter;the nother-n-law agaid her daugktin-law, and
the daugterin-law agaid her mothan-law.” (Luke 151-

53)
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“But wihodeer sall denyme befermen, him wil alsodeny
before myFathe whichisin heven. Think nat that | am ome
tosed peace on #af came nad £nd peace, lausvord. For
| am @meto & a man at varianceagaing his fathe, and the
dawghteragansther mothr,andthedawghter-in-lawagainst
hermoherin-law And a ma's foes dhall betheyof his own
househaldHe thatdvei faher @ moher morenan me isot
wathyd me and hetha losth ©n o daughter maethan me
is notworhy ofme.” (Mattew 10:33-37

“If anyman come to me, drade ot his &ther, and modth
andwife,andchildren,ard brehren, and sisterseg,andhis
own ife afo,he canndite my digple.”(Lule 14:B)

There is no true unity apart from the truth and belief in it. The
Lord Jesus Christ even acknowledged this in His prayer in John 17
about believers being one. This prayer is one which many leaders in
Christianity reference while commonly and conveniently leaving out
the key aspects of His prayer regarding belief and truth, such as:

“Sandfy hemthrough thyrath: thy wordis truth.... Neiber
pray| for theeaone but for them dsowhchshdl bdieean me
thraugh theiwod; that they almay be one” (John 1777,
20-21)

This truth is reiterated in the following Scripture:

“But we ag bountbgivethanisalwaysoGoda you, brehren
beloed ohe Lord, becausoddith from the bewiing chosen
you 6 savaton through sanificaton ofthe Sppit and bédfof
the tuth: whereuto he cadid yo by ougopeltothe obtaing
ofthe glor ofourLord ésu<hris. Therafre brehren, $and
fast and hal the tadtionswhichyehavébeenaught, whether
by wordorour giste” (2 Thesdonans2:13415)

Jesus Christ’s true Church is bound together in godly unity for
all eternity by the Holy Spirit, through a common belief in the truth,
not by human efforts of focusing on common ground and striving
toward “right relations.” Only the individuals who are true believers
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within that local church building are part of the true Church, the
true Body of Christ. To refer to local churches, that consist increas-
ingly of unbelievers (which includes nominal “Christians”), as the
body with which we must remain connected is to not understand
what the Body of Christ truly is.

Through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, God becomes our Father
and adopts us into His family as His children (e.g., see John 1:12;
Galatians 3:26, 4:4-6; and Ephesians 1:3-7). We never have to wor-
ry about being “orphans” because our Father promises that He will
never leave us nor forsake us (e.g., see Hebrews 13:5), and His
family is eternal.

Nevertheless, in The Purpose Driven Church in a chapter on
membership (p. 314)—as well as in his Ministry Toolbox Issue for
September 21, 2005 titled, “Turning attendees into a part of the
family”®*—Rick Warren declares:

“A Christian without a church family is an orphan.”
But the message hasn’t changed, or so they keep telling us.

Is it Through the Blood of Our Redeemer Jesis Christ or the
Lifeblood of a Local Church That We Have Spiritual Life?

qn Churchianity, commitment to a local church is imperative.

“The Bible says a Christian without a church home is like an
organ without a body, a sheep without a flock, or a child with-
out a family. It is an unnatural state. The Bible says, “You belong
in God’s household with every other Christian.’ [endnote: Ephesians
2:19b (LB)]” (PDL: p. 132; bold added)

Actually, Rick Warren’s first instance of “the Bible says” has no
endnote because this is not what God’s Word says! Going ahead
and claiming “the Bible says” when it does not say so is scriptural
malpractice. His second instance of “the Bible says” is from one of
the versions that has changed God’s Word.
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“For through im we bath have acess by ane Sprit unto the
Fahe. Nowtheeforeye areo nore stragers ad forigners,
but lbwcizensvith the sais, and ofthehousdiold oiGod.”
(Epheans2:18-19)

Because of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit
indwells us and makes us a part of the household of God, the true
Body of Christ, which is not the local church. Fellowship with other
believers, which is important, does not require a local church for it
to take place. Yes, fellowship in a local church is ideal, when there
is one available that isn’t trading in the Word of God for popular
false doctrines sweeping Christianity today. But man-centered,
purpose-driven Churchianity takes committing to a local church to
a whole new level in its replacement of Christ with community.

“You must be connected to a church fellowship to survive
spiritually.” —Rick Warren’s 40 Days of Community Workbook
(Emphasis added)’

“Any organ that is detached from the body will not only miss
what it was created to be, it will also shrivel and die quickly.
The same is true for Christians that are uncommitted to any
specific congregation.” —Rick Warren (Bold added)?®

“If an organ is somehow severed from its body, it will shrivel and
die. It cannot exist on its own, and neither can you. Disconnected
and cut off from the lifeblood of a local body, your spiritual
life will wither and eventually cease to exist. [endnote: Ephe-
sians 4:16 (no version listed)]” (PDL; p. 131; emphasis added)

The local churches are not the source of “lifeblood” that gives
life to our spirit! Ephesians 4:16 says absolutely nothing of these
outlandish claims. If our spiritual life ceased to exist because we
didn’t attend a local church, then the local church would be God’s
redeeming agent in salvation.

Contrarily, true spiritual life is the eternal life we are given when
our spirit is born again. True spiritual life is the life that Jesus Christ
lives in us through His indwelling Holy Spirit, when we receive
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God’s free gift of salvation by believing the Gospel of Christ. This
true spiritual life is sustained by the Lord God, not by the local
church! And if this life ever ceased to exist, that person would have
no salvation. It is through the blood of our Redeemer Jesus Christ,
not the lifeblood of a local church, that we have spiritual life and are
delivered from death. But “the message hasn’t changed”!

“For the lawfthe Pirit of Ife inChrisJegs hat made mede
fromthelawof sin andeith For vhat thdawcald not dojn
tha it wasweakthraightheflesh God sedinghis owrSa in
thelikenessd anful fleh, and for 9n, condemnad sninthefleh:
thatthe rghteousness of thelaw might be fulfilled in us wio
wdk not after thfleshbut after th Sirit.... And if Christbein
you the lody is eldbecaise bsin; btithe irit islife beause
ofrighteasress (Romans:8-4, 10)

“I am cruciedwith Chiist: nevahegsd live yetnotl, but
Chistliveh inme: adthelifewhich now ivein the fésh live
by he faih oftheSormfGod, who loves, and gahimsgfor
me | dona frugratethegraced Gal: for if righteousness cane
by he law,ien Chistisdeadn van.” (Galatans2:2021)

In addition, rather than the pure and sinless life and blood of
Jesus Christ, look at the “lifeblood” that Rick Warren would have us
depend on for our spiritual life:

“There will never be a perfect church this side of heaven, because
every church is filled with pagans, carnal Christians, and immature
believers.” —Rick Warren (Emphasis added)’

“Can you see God’s wisdom in creating the church, a family full
of mentors and models for our benefit? This is why being connected
to a small group is so crucial to spiritual growth. It’s a regular
opportunity to learn from each other.” —Rick Warren’s 40 Days
of Community Workbook (Emphasis added)'®

Thank God that our spiritual life and growth do not depend on
the local church, as Rick Warren claims, but on our faith in the pure

and holy, Almighty Lord God and His eternal truth. He is the One
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Who sustains us.

“As rewborn Hees, d¥e he sicere ki ofthe word hat ¥
may grev therebyf sobe ye havased hat he Lordsi ga-
cious (1 PeteR:2-3)

But the gross Scripture twisting and replacing God with community
continues:

“For in him wdive and moe,ard haveou beng ...” (Acts
17:28

“God challenges us to create a community where we love like
our lives depend upon it (I Peter 1:22, Msg), and where we can
each ‘live and move and have our being’ (Acts 17:28, NIV).”
—Rick Warren’s 40 Days of Community Workbook (Parentheses
in the original; emphasis added)"'

Rick Warren is engaging in scriptural malpractice to support his
unscriptural Shepherding-Discipleship beliefs.

“A related benefit of a local church is that it also provides the
spiritual protection of godly leaders. God gives shepherd leaders
the responsibility to guard, protect, defend, and care for the
spiritual welfare of his flock....

“Satan loves detached believers, unplugged from the life of the
Body, isolated from God’s family, and unaccountable to spiritual
leaders, because he knows they are defenseless and powerless
against his tactics.” (PDL; pp. 135-136)

According to God’s Word, the armor of God is given to us to
stand against Satan and defend against “all the fery dats of he
wicled (see Ephesians 6:11-17). Furthermore, the armor of God
only includes truth, righteousness, the Gospel of peace, faith,
salvation, and the Word of God. Nowhere is the armor of God said
to include “the life of the Body” or the “spiritual protection” of
“shepherd leaders.” This is because God is about Christianity, not
Churchianity.

75



“n the (Name of Purpose

On the other hand, Shepherding-Discipleship advocates, who
very much want control over Christians, would love to have us be-
lieve that if we don’t attend a local church we are not genuinely
“following Christ.” They would love to have us believe that apart
from local churches we “are defenseless and powerless” and won’t
“survive spiritually.” In order for them to gain control over the
masses, the masses need to be coerced or intimidated into replacing
Christianity with Churchianity. Incidentally, immediately following
the previous quote regarding being “unplugged” is the heading, “IT’s
ALL IN THE CHURCH.”
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Purpose #3: You Were (Created
to ([3ecome Jike Christ

Which Is It, to Be like Christ or to Be like You?

“Discipleship is the process of conforming to Christ. The Bible
says, ‘We arrive at real maturity—that measure of development
which is meant by ‘the fullness of Christ.”” [endnote: Ephesians 4:13
(Ph)] Christlikeness is your eventual destination, but your journey
will last a lifetime.” (PDL; p. 219)

ick Warren refers to this third purpose as “discipleship.” The
Lord Jesus Christ is the foundation of the Scriptural definition
of discteship, which is to grow in the knowledge of Him so that we
can believe, follow, and obey Him in the faith. Although the version
he quotes even includes them, Rick Warren chose to leave out unity
of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God from the verse he
quotes above in discussing what discipleship is.
Conforming to the image of God’s Son requires the knowledge
of God’s Son. Ephesians 4:13 actually says:

“Till we alcomén the unity ofthe fath, ard ofthe knowldge
o theSm o Gal, untoa pefect man, unto themesure o the
stture dthe fuhes é Chrst”

The very next verse elaborates on the reason for this indispensable
knowledge in true discipleship:

“That we henoeh beno morehilden, bsed 6 andro, and
cariedaboutwith every nidl ofdoatine, byhe keight ofmen,
and cuning cratines, whereliieyikin waitto dedve but
speakng tre truthin lovemay grav p into hm in all things,
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whichisthe lead, evedhris” (Eplesans4:14)

Although Purpose #3 says, “you were created to become like
Christ,” the purpose-driven life is really about becoming “more like
you.” Thus the knowledge of the Son of God has been largely omit-
ted.

“It [this book] is about becoming what God created you to be.”
(PDL; p. 19)

“Besides, God made you to be you!” (PDL; p. 245)

“God’s gonna say, ‘Why weren’t you more like you? | made you
to be you, and if you don’t be you, who’s gonna be you?”” —Rick
Warren'

But “it’s not about you.”

The Fruit of the Spirit, or the Fruit of Community?

@ven though Rick Warren says that growing to “Christlikeness”

is accomplished through the Holy Spirit, he insists that it
cannot occur in isolation. So the arm of the Holy Spirit is so short
that He cannot work in an isolated believer, whom He inhabits?
Again, Christianity is being transformed into Churchianity as com-
munity continues to be placed above Christ and His indwelling
Spirit.

“Real spiritual growth is never an isolated, individualistic pursuit.
Maturity is produced through relationships and community.”
(PDL; p. 1)

“Spiritual maturity is not a solitary, individual pursuit! You cannot
grow to Christlikeness in isolation.... You need to be a part of a
church and community. Why? Because ... you can’t practice being
like Jesus without being in relationship with other people.” (PDL;
p. 176)
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Jesus Christ is not our model that we are to practice being like.
He is our Lord to Whom we are to obediently surrender so that He
lives His fruit through us via His indwelling Holy Spirit.

Contrary to growing opinion, commitment and accountability
to one’s local church or community is not the same thing as sur-
rendering to the Lord God and His will. Community does not give
victory over sins. The all-sufficient and all-powerful Lord God does.
He is not too small to help individuals spiritually mature and over-
come their sins. Community is not more powerful than the Almighty
Lord God.

“That he vouldgrant yovacading to terichesof his glory, to
be semgthened witmight by hisSprit in the iner man;hat
Chistmaydwelin yourhears byfaith; thatye, beingpded and
graundedn love, @y bebletocompehend wi al saints what
isthe breallt andéngh, and depth, anddtet anl o krow
the bve dthrig whichpasshtknavledg, that ye mightfided
with al the @ilness of G@. Nowunto hin thatisade b  &-
cedingatundantly abweall that weask or tink, acordingto
the pwerthatwakeh in us unto him beglotyin the burch by
Christ Jegs hroughoutll ages wortl witout ed. Amen.”
(Epheains3:1621)

The Lord God is not dependent on community to work in any-
one because His work is based on Who He is, not on who you or we
are. Yet Rick Warren’s Purpose-Driven Paradigm is dependent upon
community because his purpose-driven works and discipleship are
about who you are, not Who God is. If they were about Who God
is, he would never conclude that God is also dependent on tempta-
tion.

The Fruit of the Spirit, or the Fruit of Satan’s Temptations?

“How, then, does the Holy Spirit produce these nine fruit in your
life?...

“This next sentence is one of the most important spiritual truths
you will ever learn: God develops the fruit of the Spirit in your life
by allowing you to experience circumstances in which you’re
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tempted to express the exact opposite quality! Character develop-
ment always involves a choice, and temptation provides that
opportunity.” (PDL; p. 202)

“While temptation is Satan’s primary weapon to destroy you, God
wants to use it to develop you.” (PDL; p. 201)

“In fact, he depends more on circumstances to make us like Jesus
than he depends on our reading the Bible.” (PDL; p. 193)

“Every time you defeat a temptation, you become more like
Jesus!” (PDL; p. 203)

f{ God does work everything out for good to conform those of
s who love God to the image of His Son (see Romans 8:28-29).
This is a wonderful promise, not a statement of God’s dependence
on circumstances or temptations to do so! Nowhere in the whole
counsel of God does He say that circumstances are more important
to our growth than reading His Word. Nor does the Holy Spirit need
us to walk through temptation in order for Him to live His fruit
through us. We are to walk in the Spirit and be led of Him (e.g., see
Galatians 5:16-18), and in this way we defeat temptation when it
does arise.

It all comes down to surrender -- bowing the knee to the Lord
Jesus Christ and being willing to crucify the flesh with its affections
and lusts, in His name (e.g., see Galatians 5:24 and 2 Timothy 2:19).
Conversely, today’s Christianity is giving new life to the flesh in the
name of purpose-driven fellowship and unity with the world.

Rick Warren claims that God “depends” on circumstances in
which we’re tempted in order to develop the fruit of the Spirit in our
lives and make us like Jesus. If these claims were true, then Satan
the Tempter would have an essential role in conforming us to the
image of Christ! God has absolutely no dependence whatsoever on
temptation or on Satan to conform us to the image of His Son! The
upside-down thinking of the new Paradigm continues.

Satan’s work is to seek to devour us, not to merely “trip us up”:

“He [Satan] knows exactly what trips you up, and he is constantly
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working to get you into those circumstances. Peter warns, ‘Stay
alert. The Devil is poised to pounce, and would like nothing better
than to catch you napping.’ [endnote: | Peter 5:8 (Msg)]” (PDL; p.
206)

A very serious scriptural warning has been completely diluted here.
A “roaringlion” “seeking whohe nay deour” is not the same
thing as “poised to pounce.” Even playful kittens like to “pounce”
when you’re “napping”!

Again, the fruit of the Spirit is such because these characteristics
are the fruit the Spirit manifests in us as He works in us in His
mighty power, giving us the victory in resisting the devil, withstand-
ing temptation, and making the right choices. And it begins with
the knowledge of the Lord God.

“For vihatsoer is bn ofGal oeronmeththewald: and ths is
thevicory that ovrcanegh thewald, een aur faith.” (1 John
5:4)

“ThattheGodofourLordJess Chsat the Father glory may
give urd youhe spitiof wisdmand revafon in the knoetige
ofhim: the eyes of your utatielisg beingnightenedhatye
may knwwhat is theog of fscallng, andvhat bhe riched o
the gbryofhis nheriancen the saits, and whatd he exceeding
greatness o his poweo uswad wio bdiee acording to the
working @ his midpty power(Epheainsl1:17-19)

“Gracendpeace brulipliedunio youthraugh the lkawlede
of Gd, andofJessiourLod, acadingas lis divinegwer tath
givenunto © all things #t pertain ato life and gdliness,
thraugh the kmwlede ohim that hath caéid ugo gloryand
virtue whereby argven uto us excerdigeatand preous
promisethatbythes ye ngiht be paakes @ the divie néure,
havingescapeld corrupi that isn the worlthraugh lus”
(2 Peter 2-4)
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Instant Sainthood Through the Power of God vs
Spiritual Formation Through Spiritual Disciplines

“Contrary to popular book titles, there are no Easy Steps to
Maturity or Secrets of Instant Sainthood.” (PDL; p. 222)

Contrary to popular opinion, people do not have to go through
a long process so they can become saints. That includes a
proclamation of the Pope or through spiritual disciplines, neither of
which can make one single person a saint no matter how much
effort is put into the process.

True saints do indeed become instant saints through the power
of God the moment Jesus Christ is believed in as Lord and Saviour.
Behaving like saints also comes each time we obediently surrender
to the immediate leading and power and work of God through His
Holy Spirit living in us.

Amidst the multitude of contradictions in his book, Rick Warren
rightly acknowledges that “you cannot reproduce the character of
Jesus on your own strength” (PDL; p. 174). But he negates this
statement in many places.

“Habits take time to develop. Remember that your character is the
sum total of your habits....

“There is only one way to develop the habits of Christlike charac-
ter: You must practice them—and that takes time! There are no
instant habits. Paul urged Timothy, ‘Practice these things. Devote
your life to them so that everyone can see your progress.” [endnote:
I Timothy 4:15 (GWT)]” (PDL; p. 221)

Scripture does not say this. We are told in | Timothy 4:15 to
“medtate uponhes hings; givethysdf wholy to then; that thy
proftingmay apear to all Furthermore, “these thigs refers back
to things such as giving “attendace to readig, to exhortatioto
doctrie,”as well as being “an exanpleofthebeleves in wad, in
cowversatiom charity,in sfirit, in faith, in pirity” (verses 12, 13).
In addition, verse 16 says:
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“Takehexd untothydf, and unto thedoctineg cantinuein them:
far in doinghis thou shalitoh sae thyskland therthathear
thee.”

But God has His ways of putting the handwriting on the wall.
The first verse of this chapter includes what Timothy is being asked
to seriously think about:

“Nav heSjirit pakeh epresdy, that in thelatter times ome
shal departfrom thedith, giving heedot®ducig pirits and
doctinesofdevs” (1 Timothy 4:1

“Seduging spiritsand “doctrires bdevilsire behind the pop-
ular yet occultic mysticism often included as “spiritual disciplines.”
The following quote is a continuation of Rick Warren’s previous
quote on “practice these things”:

“If you practice something over time, you get good at it. Repeti-
tion is the mother of character and skill. These character-building
habits are often called ‘spiritual disciplines,” and there are dozens
of great books that can teach you how to do these.” (PDL; p. 221)

First, remember that building and transforming our character is
to “become like Christ” in this third purpose. So for him to advocate
“dozens of great books” for this says that God’s Holy Spirit and
Holy Scriptures are insufficient in conforming us to the image of
Christ and need help in this area.

Second, books in the area of “spiritual disciplines”/occultic mys-
ticism are flying off the presses in today’s bewitched Christianity.
Occultic practices are also growing in popularity at conferences for
church leaders. Rick Warren was one of the speakers at the National
Pastors Convention 2004 where occultic methods of prayer (the
labyrinth, contemplative prayer, and yoga) were featured and pre-
ceded his talk.? These occultic practices continue to be featured
each year at various conferences for pastors and youth leaders, as
well as at other events held in a seduced Christianity.?

Christian author Ray Yungen, who has studied religious move-
ments for over twenty years, goes into detail warning of the dangers
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of these practices in his two excellent books, “For Many Shall Come
In My Name”: How mainstream America is accepting the ‘Ancient
Wisdom’ teaching and what this foreshadows, and A Time of Depart-
ing: How Ancient Mystical Practices are Uniting Christians with the
World’s Religions.*

The god of the realm of false spirituality, who is also “the @d
of hiswold” (see 2 Corinthians 4:4), has severely deceived people
into believing that certain practices referred to as “spiritual disci-
plines” (e.g., contemplative prayer, breath prayers, centering prayer,
the silence, spiritual breathing, the labyrinth, and yoga) are “Chris-
tian” practices. The Master Deceiver who transforms himself into an
“angel ofight” (see 2 Corinthians 1 1:14) has had millennia to per-
fect the lying experiences that he derisively enjoys giving all who
disobediently enter his counterfeit realm.

Regardless of the adamant yet deceived claims to the contrary,
these occultic spiritual practices will never make us “like Christ.” In
addition, these things never have been nor will they ever be the fruit
or the work of the Holy Spirit. This is self-evident in that although
the world cannot receive or know the Holy Spirit (see John 14:17),
people in different religions (faiths) practice these same spiritual dis-
ciplines and methods of prayer with the same experiences and the same
“fruit” that so-called “Christian” mysticism produces.

The (New Age) New Spirituality and its disciplines of mysticism
bypass theology/doctrine and go straight to experience, which is
now being given greater authority than God’s absolute Holy Scrip-
tures. Mysticism is coming to the forefront because it is being used
to bring all religions (faiths) together in the unholy unity of a false
spirituality through unholy spirits.

Yet none of this has opened the eyes of today’s Christianity to
the fact that it has adopted the behavior of the Angel of light’s
broad way of darkness. The “light” of the New Spirituality, which
has deceptively tried to veil its New Age foundation specifically to
entice and please professing Christians, has taken Christianity by
storm. No wonder it has become blind to the fact that its thinking
and beliefs have changed away from the truth. Satan brings great
deception on those who choose to enter his realm of lies via its
various practices.
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Incidentally, prayer is only a ritual in other religions (faiths). In
the true faith of Christianity, it is simply talking to God. We don’t
“practice” or “develop the habit” of talking to those we love! Turn-
ing prayer into a ritual or a method or a mystical practice denies
Who God is and what He says about prayer.

“One way [to ‘pray all the time’] is to use ‘breath prayers’
throughout the day ... You choose a brief sentence or a simple
phrase that can be repeated to Jesus in one breath ...” (PDL; p.
89)

“With practice you can develop the habit of praying silent ‘breath
prayers’ for those you encounter.” (PDL; p. 299)

“Confession is ‘spiritual breathing’. Exhale your sins, inhale
God’s love.” —Rick Warren (Emphasis added)®

Aside from the fact that exhaling your sins, etcetera, is sheer
nonsense, “spiritual breathing” is an occultic method taught by
Eastern gurus, such as Sri Chinmoy, for exhaling one’s impurities
(sins) and inhaling things of God. It is based on the Eastern belief in
pantheism that All is One -- All is God and God is All.

“We are all seekers, and our goal is the same: to achieve inner
peace, light, and joy, to become inseparably one with our Source

“To live in joy is to live the inner life. This is the life that leads to
self-realisation. Self-realisation is God-realisation, for God is noth-
ing other than the Divinity that is deep inside each one of us,
waiting to be discovered and revealed.” —SriChinmoy.org®

“When you breathe in, if you can feel that the breath is coming
directly from God, from Purity itself, then your breath can easily
be purified. Then, each time you breathe in, try to feel that you
are bringing infinite peace into your body....

“Feel that you are breathing in not air but cosmic energy ... and
that you are going to use it to purify your body, vital, mind and
heart.... It is flowing like a river inside you, washing and purifying
your entire being. Then, when you breathe out, feel that you are
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breathing out all the rubbish inside you ... Anything inside your
system that you call undivine, anything that you do not want to
claim as your own, feel that you are exhaling....

“When you have perfected this spiritual breathing, all your
impurity and ignorance will be replaced by God’s light,
peace and power.” —Sri Chinmoy Centre (Emphasis added)”

In The Hindu-Yogi Science of Breath, in a chapter titled “Yogi
Spiritual Breathing,” Yogi Ramacharaka also points out the goal of
“spiritual breathing.” Basically, it is to come to the realization or
“consciousness” that the true “identity of the Soul” is Divine (“a
drop from the Divine Ocean”) and is connected with “the Universal
Life” (i.e., All is One -- “at-one-ment with All”).®

Occultic practices, which originate from “doctrires of devils”
regarding universal energies and forces, do not suddenly become
acceptable to the holy Lord God merely because churches have
“Christianized” them and refer to them as “Christian.” On the con-
trary, these practices have been designed by the evil spirit world to
bring unity and “connection” with the god of this world, “the God
of forceswhom the Antichrist will honor (e.g., see Daniel 11:38-
39).

Those who try to “Christianize” occultic practices are playing
with “strange fireltis not a coincidence that professing Christians
who practice the occultic Eastern methods of “prayer” are being
gradually drawn into the interfaith Oneness of the world and its
(New Age) New Spirituality. This “New” Spirituality is actually
based on the so-called “Ancient Wisdom.”

The fruit of the unholy spirits who lie in wait to deceive all who
enter the Angel of light’s realm is destructive. Their ultimate goal is
to get mankind to believe in its own divinity -- the ultimate defiance
against the Lord God.

To further their goal, the spirit world approached Alice Bailey to
spread its teachings (the Ageless/Ancient Wisdom). Bailey was a
theosophist and occultist who “telepathically” channeled many
teachings from one of her spirit guides known as “the Tibetan,” or
“the Master Djwhal Khul” -- “one of the Masters of the Wisdom.”®
(Appropriately, Bailey’s Publishing Company, which is now called
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Lucis Trust, was originally named Lucifer Trust.)

Together, in numerous books, these two detailed “the Plan” of
the spirit realm (a.k.a. “the Spiritual Hierarchy”) for the coming New
Age/New World Order/New World Religion and its (counterfeit)
“Christ” and his kingdom (which will be elaborated on later). In fact,
coining the term New Age has even been attributed to Bailey.'® She
and her spirit guide also detailed the methods and fruit of occultic
practices, such as the following:

“... by surrendering himself to the life at the center and there
holding himself poised and still, yet alert, the light will break in
and reveal to the disciple that which he needs to know. He learns
to express that inclusive love which is his major require-
ment and to let go the narrow, one-pointed attitude which he
has hitherto regarded as love. He welcomes then all visions, if
they serve to lift and comfort his brothers; he welcomes all
truths, if they are the agents of revelation to other minds; he
welcomes all dreams if they can act as incentives to his fellow
men. He shares in them all, yet retains his poised position at the
center.” —Alice Bailey & Djwhal Khul (Emphasis added)"'

“Contemplation has been described, as a psychic gateway,
leading from one state of consciousness to another.” —Alice
Bailey (Emphasis added)'?

“In contemplation, a higher agent enters in. It is the Soul that
contemplates. The human consciousness ceases its activity
and the man becomes what he is in reality - a soul, a frag-
ment of divinity, conscious of its essential oneness with
Deity. The Higher Self becomes active, and the lower or personal
self is entirely quiescent and still, whilst the true spiritual Entity
enters into its own kingdom and registers the contacts that
emanate from that spiritual realm of phenomena....

“The man’s consciousness, therefore, is no longer focused in that
waiting mind, but has slipped over the borderland into the realm
of spirit and he becomes literally the soul, functioning in its own
realm, perceiving the ‘things of the Kingdom of God,” able to
ascertain truth at first hand ...” —Alice Bailey (Bold added)"?
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“... on the higher planes we are all one. One life pulsates and
circulates through all ... This is part of the revelation which
comes to a man who stands in the ‘Presence’ with his eyes
occultly opened....

“Faith is lost in sight, and things unseen are seen and known. No
more can he doubt, but he has become instead, through his own
effort, a knower.

“His oneness with his brothers is proven, and he realizes the
indissoluble link which binds him to his fellowmen everywhere.”
—Alice Bailey & Djwhal Khul (Bold added)'*

Sadly, warning people to compare all subjective experiences
with the final authority of God’s Word is commonly dismissed with
scornful and fallacious worldly reasoning. Subjective experience is
now more important than truth to people and is even now viewed
as “truth” itself. Refusing to acknowledge the dangers shows a
tremendous lack of understanding of the occult and of the devices
of our spiritual enemy.

The journey down this occult path will not lead to becoming
“like Christ.” But it will lead to the deceptive “awakening” of the
“Christ consciousness” within, which is defined as the following by
Ray Yungen in A Time of Departing: How Ancient Mystical Practices
are Uniting Christians with the World’s Religions:

“Christ consciousness

Taught by New Agers to be the state of awareness, reached in
meditation, in which one realizes that one is divine and one with
God and thereby becoming a Christ or an enlightened being.”"?

“Besobelbe \gilant, becauseyr alver@rythe devibsa rar-

ing lion, wakeh about,eekig whonme nay dewr.” (1 Peter
5:8)
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Purpose #4: You Were Shaped
for Serving (sod

Serve God According to Who Hels,
Not According to Who You Are

e purpose-driven SHAPE system is an unscriptural aspect of
the Purpose-Driven Paradigm about which a book could be
written. In fact, Christian author James Sundquist discusses it in his
detailed book, Who'’s Driving the Purpose Driven Church?: A Docu-
mentary on the Teachings of Rick Warren.' Suffice it to say that
whether deliberately or not, there are aspects of the SHAPE system
that stem from Carl Jung, which Sundquist discusses. Jung’s theo-
ries were deeply rooted in the occult and Gnosticism and became
foundational to much of psychology.

Although psychology contains humanist philosophies that
stand in direct opposition to the Word of God, it has nevertheless
been blindly invited into Christianity by its leaders.? In spite of Rick
Warren’s statements against psychology, his SHAPE system (not to
mention his Paradigm) actually contains a great deal of its man-
centered philosophies and tools.

The gifts of the Spirit are manifested in us the same way as the
fruit of the Spirit—through the direct working and power of the Holy
Spirit Himself, within us and through us. But rather than relying on
the Holy Spirit to minister through us in His power and in how He
chooses to do so at any given time, this fourth purpose is about
finding out who you are, listening to the inner promptings of your
heart, assessing your gifts, your abilities, and your experience, and
using worldly man-made tools to learn about your personality, so
you can serve God accordingly. But trying to serve God according to
who you are rather than Who He is leads to everyone doing what is
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right in their own eyes and in their own power.

Throughout The Purpose-Driven Life (as well as the Purpose-
Driven Paradigm), Rick Warren shapes Scripture according to what
he has to say by picking and choosing verses or phrases from certain
versions with just the right wording that seems to support his
statements at the time. Thus contradictions abound in his prag-
matic Paradigm, as what he has to say changes according to the
purpose of the immediate situation or topic. We are far better
served when we see what Scripture has to say and then shape our
premises and teachings accordingly.

In the previous purpose, Rick Warren quoted a verse from a
version that claims our deceitful heart is “beyond cure.” Yet in this
purpose he says that listening to the inner promptings of this heart
is the “H” in his SHAPE program for determining what ministry a
person should have!

“Jeremiah said, ‘The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond
cure.’ [endnote: Jeremiah 17:9 (NIV)]” (PDL; p. 215)

“SHAPE: LISTENING TO YOUR HEART

“The Bible uses the term heart to describe the bundle of desires,
hopes, interests, ambitions, dreams, and affections you have.”
(PDL: p. 237)

“Listening for inner promptings can point to the ministry God
intends for you to have.” (PDL; p. 238)

If a deceitful heart that is “beyond cure” is to be listened to in
figuring out how best to serve God, then no wonder the worldly
Purpose-Driven movement is walking so much in the flesh in how
it is trying to go about its service of God. Yet this result fits with
what Scripture actually says:

“The hearis decdtful above athings and deperatlywicked:
who can kno?' (Jermiah 17:9)

This is why we are to grow in the knowledge of Who God is and
study God’s Word to show ourselves approved, instead of growing
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in the knowledge of who we are and doing what our heart—or
manmade tests—tells us is right.

“A foolhathno dégiht in undestanding, buthat hishearimay
dicoveltself” (Proverbk8:2)

When we serve God according to Who He is, we understand
that the holy and righteous God will not consider unholy and un-
righteous works as service to Him regardless of whether they are
done in His name, regardless of whether people are following their
heart or their abilities or their entire SHAPE, and regardless of
whether an unbeliever happens to be “purpose-driven” and serving
other people.

On March 22, 2005, Larry King interviewed Rick Warren and
asked him:

“You can, though, Rick, have a purpose-driven life and be an ag-
nostic or an atheist, can’t you? Still do good, still help others, still
have purpose?”

Carefully notice Rick Warren’s reply:

“Absolutely, you can help other people. | believe that we were
made for a purpose, and that purpose is really to know God and
to serve God and to love God, and to serve other people by --
serve God by serving others. You know, you can’t really serve God
directly, Larry, not here on Earth. The only way you can serve God
is by serving other people.”?

Agnostics and atheists do not believe in God. If people who in
God’s book do not know, love, or serve God can still have a
purpose-driven life, then the purpose-driven life is not about God,
statements to the contrary notwithstanding.

Larry King then responded by asking:

“Since you believe in God, if an agnostic or an atheist is doing
good, God appreciates it, according to you, right?”
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Again, carefully notice Rick Warren’s answer:

“God wants us all to be loving to each other, there is no doubt
about that. In fact, Jesus wouldn’t have made any distinction
between someone who was of a different background. The issue
was, do they love him and do they have a purpose? Are they
following his purpose?”*

Refusing to believe in the truth of God’s Word and of the Lord
God Himself is neither following His purpose nor love or service for
God regardless of the dedication with which one serves the world.
People outside the faith are way beyond being of “a different back-
ground.” They are enemies of God abiding on the broad way. No
matter how “good” someone’s works are, without faith it is im-
possible to please God (see Hebrews 11:6), and this Scripture is not
referring to any “faith” of other religions!

The Lord Jesus Christ is the only way to God, including serving
Him. And there is no way to the Lord Jesus Christ apart from faith,
which is believing and obeying the truth on His narrow way. Serving
other people is the fruit of our serving God directly through faith,
love, obedience, and truth. To do this, we must abide in the Lord
Jesus Christ on His narrow way (see also Matthew 7:13-14):

“Abidein me, and In yai. Asthe branch canndiear riuit of
itsefl, except iabde n thevine nomore carey except giede
in me. lam he vie yeare he branches: He thbateh in me,
and | in him, thesamebringeth forth muchfruit: for withaut me
ye an @ noting. if a man alide nbin me he is cstforth @ a
brarch, and isvithered; anthen gditer hem and cast hem
intothe fie, ad hey arburned (John 15:46)

The Lord Jesus Christ said that if we love Him we will keep His
commandments (see John 14:15, 21, 23-24; and | John 5:3). Yes,
He did summarize His commandments into loving God and loving
our neighbors, but this does not eliminate obediently doing so in
righteousness and holiness and truth.

Yet in the Purpose-Driven Paradigm, knowing and loving and
serving God are being given broad definitions that allow other re-
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ligions (faiths), which do not believe in the truth, to participate in
its purpose-driven works of serving God “by serving other people.”

“It is inconceivable that a sovereign and holy God should be so
hard up for workers that He would press into service anyone who
had been empowered regardless of his moral qualifications. The
very stones would praise Him if the need arose and a thousand
legions of angels would leap to do His will.

“Gifts and power for service the Spirit surely desires to impart; but
holiness and spiritual worship come first.” —A.W. Tozer?

“Now therefefea the IORQ ard ser him in sinceéty and in
truth ...” (Johua 24:14)

“If anymanseve me, létim folow me; and where | am, there
shal dso my sgar be: ifanymanseve ne, him will my Father
honour.(Jbhn 12:2p

“For thekingdo o